Rothwell Schools Year 1
Homework Newsletter
parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk

Welcome to the new layout of the Homework Newsletter. We have altered the format and you will
find below a ‘Topic Learning Grid’, where the suggested activities are linked to the Topic for this half
term. The activities are a balance between being independent and supported. We have also tried to
move away from as many online links where possible. There is no expectation that all of the activities
have to be completed, but more for you to decide each day what is achievable.
The activities may follow on from each other so if you do not do a lesson on one day, then it may be
helpful to go and complete the activity from a previous day.
Our topic – Castles, Knights and Dragons!
Over the next term, Year One will be learning about Castles, Knights and Dragons! We hope to provide
some interesting and engaging activities for the children to complete. This week, we will be focusing
on understanding what a castle is, some of their key parts and features and where they might be found
and castles around the UK. We would also like the children to think about how castles were made and
perhaps how and why they have changed over time. This will hopefully be achieved through the
activities planned in the Learning Grid below. We have also added some brief notes which follow the
Learning Grid which we hope will support you and the children with the daily tasks.
Messages for the children
Mrs Saywood – I hope you have all been enjoying this lovely sunshine. I've been doing lots of
gardening and far too much eating! Can’t wait to see your faces again, miss you all ❤.
Mrs Fairley - I just wanted to say that I miss you all and I am looking forward to seeing you back at
school ❤ I’ve been busy outside painting my ‘lean to‘ and getting very messy!
Miss Bennett - I hope you are busy learning, having fun in the sun and staying safe at home ❤. I’ve
been in the garden enjoying the sun and I finally finished painting my fence (which I started last
summer!)
Mrs Rogers – I’m missing each and every single one of you ❤. I hope you’re being good for your
grown-ups and keeping safe. I’ve been doing a lot of online training and enjoying pottering around
my house and garden. Stay safe little ones.
Mrs Gee – I am missing all of you. Hoping that you’re all creating wonderful memories during this very
different time. Looking forward to seeing all of you when we can. Stay safe and have fun ❤.

We hope you have a good week and enjoy the new Topic Learning Grids. Please remember
these activities are just a guide. Please choose the activities that are the most manageable
for your household and circumstances! If you neeed any further advice please use
parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk to get in touch.
Thank you for your help and support during this challenging time.
Please keep yourselves safe and happy!
Miss Wallace, Mrs DJ, Mrs Liggins, Miss Lambert and Miss Fish

Castles, Knights and Dragons LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your phonics
MONDAY 27th April

TUESDAY 28th April

Task 1 – Researching castles.
Can you find out some
information about castles.
Can you name the different
parts and the main features
of a castle building? What
does each part do?

Task 1 – Coins
How many different ways
can you find to make 10p
using coins? Can you repeat
the activity but this time
make 20p?

Challenge: Can you find where
the nearest Castle to Rothwell is?

Task 2 - Have a look at the
United Kingdom, What are
the four countries that make
up the UK?
(Check out the song on the
notes below.)
Can you research the
position of a castle within the
UK?
Challenge: Find out the captial
city for each country in the UK.

Task 3 – From the castles you
have looked at, choose your
favourite one to create!

THURSDAY 30th April

FAMILY FRIDAY 1st May

Task 1 - Can you choose 2
different coins to add
together and find the total
amount?
Can you choose 3 different
coins to add together.

Task 1 - Lets go shopping.
You have 50p. You need
flour, eggs and sugar. Each
item costs 15p. Do you have
enoughmoney ? Will there be
any change?

Challenge: Sam has a silver coin
and a bronze coin in her hand.
What coins could she have?
What totals could she have?

Challenge – Dora says ‘all coins
are round’. Do you agree with
Dora? Explain your answer.

Challenge can you make your
own shopping list? You have £1
to spend.

Task 1 – Can you draw a
family portrait? Think about
the people who live in your
house. Could you add family
members who live in a
different house?
Think of something that is
special about each member
of your family.

Task 2 - Have a go at writing
three facts about castles that
you remember from the
research you did yesterday.
Remember to use capital
letters and punctuation
marks!

Task 2 - Reading for
understanding
(comprehension)
Have a read of the
information all about castles.
Have a go at answering the
questions.

Task 2 - Have a go at writing
your own acrostic poem.
Using the word ..DRAGON

Task 2 - Can you create a
dragon to guard your castle
that you drew on Monday?

Challenge:
Make your words as interesting
as you can.

Challenge: What magical
powers would you dragon have
if it was real? Tell a grown up or
write down your ideas.

Task 3 - Which materials
would be best/worst to use
when building a castle?
Why? Talk to someone in your
family about your choices.

Task 3 - You are now half way
through this busy week, it’s
time to relax, breathe and
take part in some Yoga. Have
a go at some Yoga poses
and breathing techniques.

Task 3 - Have a think about
what has been happening
recently. Can you think of
any emotions/feelings words
of how you have been
feeling?
Discuss these words with
someone in your family.

Challenge: Can you write your
own definition to explain some
parts of the castle?

Challenge: Can you build your
own fort? (Chairs and duvets
work well!)

WEDNESDAY 29th April

You could have a family
movie night and watch How
to train your Dragon on Netflix
this evening.

Challenge: Have you learnt any
other facts about castles?

Task 3 – It has been a busy
week make sure you take the
time to go for a walk
together. On your walk you
could do a scavenger hunt
and search for some items
from the list on the notes
below.

Phonics
As a school, we use Letters and Sounds to help us to teach the children phonics. Letters and Sounds
will be hosting daily phonics sessions from Monday 27th April. Go to the link below to find these sessions.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/channels?view_as=public
They will host 3 phonics sessions a day which are hosted by celebrities and TV presenters. See the
timetable below. (Once the session has been uploaded, you can access it at any time throughout the
Summer term.)

Keep practising the sounds with the children, recognising them in words and writing them.

A reminder of some helpful phonics links

www.phonicsplay.co.uk username: march20 password: home
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqh11DN6jmbBHVCDeYtWRgJcZLowiu9cv Mr Thorne does
Phonics is a great way to support your child with their phonics while supporting you too.

Reading
It is important that children are exposed to and become familiar with a range of Traditional Tales in
Year One. There are lots of resources online to support this. Talk to your child about stories you can
remember. Were there others that were traditional in your family?
Here are some suggestions for a story a day.
Monday – Rumpelstiltskin
Tuesday – The Ugly Duckling
Wednesday – The Elves and the Shoemaker
Thursday – The Gingerbread Man
Friday – The Emperor’s New Clothes
Try the ‘Debbie and Friends’ Channel on You Tube for some stories told via songs.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8t3AI5041G9vMV71-9TBDw
A reminder of some helpful reading links

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/top-tips--3/julia-donaldsons-toptips
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-0-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/

Spelling
Please see below the Year 1 list of common exception words that children are expected to be able
to spell. Try choosing a few words to learn each week.

Here are some fun ways to help learn spellings. You may even have a more creative way!

Maths
The White Rose will continue to release daily activities this week. If you need further activities, keep
practising addition and subtraction as well as revisiting number facts to 10 and their relationship to
20.
Eg.
10 + 0 = 10
9 + 1 = 10
8 + 2 = 10
20 + 0 = 20
19 + 1 = 20
18 + 2 = 20
A reminder of some helpful maths links
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/
www.topmarks.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8
www.ictgames.com
www.snappymaths.com/year1

If you would like to share any photos of your child completing these
activities, send them to parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk
We would love to see them!

