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Welcome to the new layout of Homework Newsletter. We have altered the format and you will find below a ‘Learning
Grid’, where the suggested activities are linked to the Topic for this half term. The activities are a balance between
being independent and supported. We have also tried to move away from as many online links where possible. There is
no expectation that all of the activities have to be completed, but more for you to decide each day what is achievable.
The maths and the English activities may follow on from each other so if you do not do a maths lesson on one day, then
it may be helpful to go and complete the activity from a previous day.
Messages for the children...
Mrs Hansard -Hi Year 2. I hope you are all well enjoying your time at home and doing lots of fun things. Here at the
Hansard house we have been planting potatoes, peas, carrots and lots of plants. Bentley, our chocolate Labrador, is
very happy because he has been in a long walk everyday for our daily exercise. Missing you all
take care and stay
safe
Mrs Jarvis - Hi year 2, How are you all? I miss seeing your smiling faces every day. I have been enjoying the lovely
weather we have been having, I’ve been practising my football skills and I hope you will all be amazed by my great
skills

I have also been teaching my children at home. It’s going well, however my children are not as good at

their listening skills as you all are (shhh don’t tell them that

) Don’t forget to ‘have a banana’ as one of your

snacks this week, I miss our ‘have a banana’ days. Make sure you and your families stay safe

Mrs Dunbar - Hi year 2! I hope you are all well and enjoying time with your families at home. In the Dunbar
household we are spending lots of time in the garden - trampolining, playing basketball and boules - we also made
a mini beast hotel and had fun with an Easter egg hunt! To get our daily exercise we are going on dog walks, runs or
bike rides. Inside, we have baked, played lots of board games and had film nights with treats! To get crafty and show
our gratitude to the NHS we have painted rainbows to go in our window, have you?
Missing you all. Stay safe.

Miss Perriam - Hello Year 2! I hope that you are all well and enjoying your time at home in this lovely weather. Over the
Easter holidays I have spent a lot of time outside reading books, playing games on the trampoline, painting and
searching for Easter eggs in the garden with my family. We have also had some yummy BBQs. For my daily exercise I
have been taking my two dogs for long walks and having a go at Joe Wicks workouts. I have planned some Art, PSHE and
PE activities for all of you to have a go at next week. I hope you have fun completing them. Thank you for all the pictures
that I’ve received of what you’ve been doing, it’s lovely to see that you’re enjoying yourselves and to see the amazing
things you’ve been up to! I miss you all lots and can’t wait to see you all again! Stay safe with your families and keep
smiling.
❤
Mrs Hanson – Hello Year 2. I hope you are all well and enjoying this sunshine we have been having. I’ve been both
working and having some fun at home. For my work jobs I have planned some science and music activities that I hope
you enjoy doing next week. I have also been having some fun. I have made some cress heads with my children. This is
where you boil an egg and then scoop out the insides so that you can put wet cotton wool inside. You then sprinkle
some cress seeds on to the cotton wool and draw a face on the egg. When the cress grows it looks like hair! We have
enjoyed the sunshine in the garden by having water balloon fights and splashing in the paddling pool. When we were all

tired from playing in the garden, we all snuggled under a big blanket with a massive tub of popcorn to watch the new
Trolls film. I really enjoyed it and had a little sing and dance to the songs in it! I hope you are all having a lovely time at
home too. Miss you lots and can’t wait to see you again. Stay safe and look after yourselves and your family

x

Mrs Fowler – Hello Year 2. I hope you are all well and that you have been enjoying the lovely weather this week.
I’ve been busy doing school work, I have planned some lovely English jobs that I hope you will enjoy. I have also
been helping my children with their work and enjoying our daily walks, at the weekend we walked over the fields
and found a stream to paddle in. The carrot and pea seeds that we planted at the start of the Easter Holidays have
started growing which is exciting and we must remember to water them everyday. We have also been doing some
baking and enjoyed eating our chocolate cakes and cookies in the sunshine, although they did not last for long! We
have done PE with Joe Wicks each morning to get us all energised for the day – I wonder how many of you are
joining in too? I hope that you are all having a great time at home too, I can’t wait to hear all about it when we get
back to school. Stay safe and enjoy being at home with your family xx
Mrs Civil – Hello to all of Year 2! I just want to say how much I miss seeing you all, but I hope that you are all
staying safe and managing to enjoy being at home with your families. We have been so lucky with the weather so
far haven't we?

I have been spending lots of time in the garden with my children and we have found some new

little walks to explore as part of our daily exercise. During the Easter break we got a swing ball set for in the garden.
It turns out I'm not very good at always hitting the ball yet, but I promise to keep on practising. I have been doing a
little bit more baking including making a cake and some chocolate chip cookies – funnily enough they soon
disappeared! I have just started reading a new book. I am trying to make sure I read a little bit each day so that I
don’t forget what is happening in the story. I can’t wait to find out what stories you have managed to read whilst we
have been at home. Take care and fingers crossed we will all be back together soon x

Our Topic - ‘UP!’ - Our learning journey...
This term we are going to have 2 parts to our topic, the first one being called ‘UP!’ As the name suggests we are going to
be going on a journey up into space! We are going to be finding out about the different planets, travelling in space and
having a think about who else might already be in space. Some of you might already know some facts about space or
have some books at home which you may like to use over the next few weeks. We are also going to be thinking about
how space travel has changed over time and looking at what it takes to be an astronaut...would any of you like to be an
astronaut? You may like to speak to parents, grandparents or even great grandparents to see if they can remember
anything important happening in space during their lifetime.
As you will see, many of the activities in the ‘learning grids’ are linked to space. Some of the activities have additional
challenges which children may like to complete. We hope that the grids help to provide some fun and engaging activities
for your child to complete during their time at home.
To help prepare for a little project we have planned for you in a couple of weeks time, please could you start saving any
milk bottle tops, jar lids, Pringle lids etc.

TOPIC 'UP!’ LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?

EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings
MONDAY 27th April
Task 1 - Flashback 4

TUESDAY 28th April
Task 1 - Go on a shape hunt!

WEDNESDAY 29th April
Task 1 - Use your Maths eyes

Have a look around your house and
garden for objects that are 2D and
3D shapes.

THURSDAY 30th April
Task 1 - Flashback 4

FRIDAY 1st May
Task 1
Can you complete different
challenges using only number
cards?

What shapes can
you see?
Challenge – How many faces, vertices
and edges are there on the
International Space Stations you have
designed or made yourselves?

Challenge - How many different ways
can you make the number 25?

Challenge – Can you do it in 10
different ways?

Task 2
Write a Mnemonic

Task 2
Shape poem

Task 2
Shape poem - Can you write your

Task 2
Story time

Task 2
Story time

We are going to write a sentence
to help us learn how to remember
the names of the 9 planets in the
Solar System.
Challenge: Can you make up
more than 1?

Can you write a shape poem in the
shape of a star? You can decide
how to use the writing to make the
shape.

poem in the shape of a rocket and
include the windows and the
wings?
Challenge: Can you write a
separate poem for the flames
coming out of the jet thrusters?

Can you use the pictures to write the
story? Follow the arrows and think
about what is happening.
Challenge: can you use a different
colour pen to edit your story and
make it even better?

Today you are going to draw your
own story map and use it to write
a story about a space journey.

Task 3 - Create your own pet Alien!

Task 3 -Build an aeroplane/rocket

Task 3 - Learn and perform a space

Task 3 -Would you rather...?

Task 3 - Train to be an astronaut.

launcher - Can you make a paper
aeroplane? This challenge will help
you to launch it much further than you
can throw it! Challenge: Can you make
different sizes and shapes of paper
planes? Can you create a results
chart to show which planes travel the
furthest and the fastest? Which
planes weren’t very good at all?

song Do you know any space songs such
as twinkle Twinkle little star? You can
sing them by yourself, with your siblings
or as a whole family! Challenge: Can
you create your own space rap? Have
a go at writing your own lyrics. You
might want to use some household
items to play as instruments too!

Can you answer the 5 ‘would you rather’
questions below? Remember to discuss
your answers with a grown up and use
the word ‘because’ to explain your
decision. You might even like to write
your answers down.

To become an astronaut you must
complete some exercise challenges.
Challenge: Can you repeat your
routine 1 more time? Can you do
each exercise for 1 minute?

Your challenge is to create your own
pet Alien using 2D shapes. Challenge:
Can you name all the shapes you’ve
used to create your Alien? How
many shapes did you use altogether?

Science
Materials
Paper
Rubber bands
Pen or pencil
Paper clips
Tape or stapler
Construction materials to build a paper airplane launcher. You can use whatever materials you have available. Examples
include cardboard, building toys such as LEGO or K'NEX, or wood.

How to make a paper plane

Method
1. Build several paper planes to test. Ensure that they are all built the same for this activity.
2. Tape or staple a paper clip to the nose of each paper plane. The outer straight part of the paper clip should point
backward parallel to the bottom of the plane, so it can serve as a hook to attach to the rubber band. There will be
some pull on the hook, so make sure it's secure.

3. Practice throwing your paper plane using your entire arm. How far can you throw your plane? How much do you move
your arm when you throw it?
4. Now try to throw your plane only using your wrist. Keep your shoulder and elbow still. How far can you throw the
plane now?
5. Next try launching your plane using a very simple "catapult." Hook one end of a rubber band around the end of a
pencil. Hook the paper clip on the nose of a plane around the other end of the rubber band and pull it back to stretch
the rubber band. Aim the plane forward and release. How far does the plane go now? How far did you have to stretch
the rubber band compared to how far you moved your arm or wrist?
6. Now try to build a more permanent launcher for your plane. Think about the criteria for your design. You will need to
build a device to support the rubber band. It will need to be strong enough that it does not collapse when you pull
back on the rubber band. You will also need to make sure the paper plane does not get caught or snagged on the
device when you launch it. Draw a few sketches of your design ideas and pick one to build.
7. Build a prototype of your design. You might find that things don't fit together like you thought they would, and you
need to change your design. That's okay! This picture shows three different designs built with different materials.

8. Test your plane launcher. It probably won't work perfectly on the first try. What changes can you make to your design
to make it better?
9. Keep improving your launcher and testing it again (and, if necessary, again). This process is called iteration, and
designers and engineers use it often in their work. How does the plane's flight distance compare to when you threw
with your arm or with your wrist.

Friday’s PE Activity Cards:

Reading
Here are some books on our new topic that you might like to read. If you do not have the books, they can be found on
YouTube by following the links. Remember to ask your children comprehension questions to further support their
learning. This can be questions such as What happened when…? What do you think will happen? Which part was your
favourite or least favourite and why? You could also ask the children about the character’s actions and feelings
throughout the story.
Welcome to Alien School by Caryl Hart https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cm0Q3cO0IY
Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wKcsyHIsOQ
I am Neil Armstrong by Brad Meltzer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRk9v7cZ9GU
Roaring Rockets by Tony Mittonhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ko306WcHRns
Zoom Rocket Zoom by Margaret Mayo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdWbvyhfjp4
If you fancy listening to more space stories, or maybe something a little different, Audible are offering free access to
their children's audiobooks. The website link is https://stories.audible.com/start-listen Just click on ‘Start listening’ and
it will take you to their selection of children's titles. Happy reading!
Spellings
Please find below a list of spellings that we would like the children to focus on this week. Our focus is words with an
/ed/ ending. Once you have had a practise, see if you can use them in a past tense sentence.

walked

landed

jumped

worked

helped

painted

baked

planted

Maths
www.whiterosemaths.com - WhiteRose Maths have released a range of materials that can be accessed by parents,
including some of their ‘premium’ resources. They have been working closely with the BBC Bitesize Daily Maths team to
help provide additional maths planning for parents to use at home if they would like to. As a school, we use the
WhiteRose documents to inform our planning, so the children are already very familiar with the layout and presentation
of many of the activities.

Please continue to practise your times tables. A fun way of doing this is through Times Tables Rock
Stars. All the Year 2 children have their own login name and password. Even the teachers have been having a go!

As well as providing lot of good reading opportunities, The Oxford Owl website also has
some really good information for parents on the Year 2 Maths curriculum. Go to www.oxfordowl/maths and select the
correct age group. It then shows you the content of the Year 2 curriculum, explaining each step in clear and easy to read
detail as well as providing some fun and simple activities that link to each are of learning
We hope you all have a happy and healthy week and enjoy the new Topic Learning Grids.
Take care
All of the Year 2 Team x

