Rothwell Schools Year 4
Homework Newsletter
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Good morning parents/carers and children of Year 4! Hope you are all keeping safe and sound. Here are some activities to
help your child learn this week at home. Please choose the ones you would like to complete; you don’t need to do
everything on the newsletter.
Challenge from the year four teachers!
Kahoot quiz- Well done to those who joined in with the SPaG Kahoot! We had lots of you join in this week but no-one
was able to knock Mrs Ward or Mr Vigor off the top spots by the end of Wednesday, The game nickname of the top 3
‘pupil’ players were – Worm (1st), HIIIIIIIIIII (2nd) and T4Z3 (3rd) well done to them and everyone else who also had a go.
Remember for next week, teachers only have 1 attempt, you can practise the questions and have as many attempts as
you like – increase your chances of getting onto the Gold podium!!
This week we have a nice easy quiz all about Endangered Animals. Test your knowledge and try to knock Mrs Ward off
the podium! All you need to do is type kahoot.it into the address bar and enter in the game pin: 03820241. You do not
need to set up an account as it can be played straight from the webpage but you’ll need to make up a friendly nickname
(preferably not your own name) and remember it. Good luck and let’s see who can get on this week’s podium).
Pathfinders Times Tables Rock Stars Competition

We need your help rock stars! The whole Pathfinders’ Academy is in a competition to see which school can complete
the most time on Time Tables Rock Stars. We are currently in fifth place at the moment so need to catch up! If you
need your login in details, please email the school and we can email your details back to you. Please get involved as it
will help the school win!
Hello/messages from staff
Mr Vigor: Hi everyone, I’m back home this week so working hard on the newsletter, trying to find fun and challenging
activities for you all. Of course, I will also find time to help Emma with her home-schooling and make sure I exercise as
well! It’s also time for another lockdown haircut! My wife made a good job of it last time so hopefully there won’t be
any disasters! Remember, you can always e-mail the school if you want to ask me any questions or just to show me
what you have been doing. I really enjoy hearing from you! Take care and look after yourself.
Mrs Ward: Hi everyone! I’m also working at home again this week, helping to find all those activities to motivate you
into becoming active learners. I’ve been busy finding Kahoots! Quizzes linked to our learning and I hope you enjoy
having a go at this week’s one! With Father’s day this weekend, I hope you have all found a way to treat your Dads, you
could offer to do the washing up, help with some gardening, wash the car, make a home-made card, help cook dinner...
I will be having a Facetime catch up with my Dad and I posted his card last week!

Miss Roddy: Hi everyone! I'm in school this week with students from years 3-5. It has been nice getting out of the house
and seeing everyone again. We are learning about extinct animals this week, and loving it so far! We are doing some art
pieces, as well as building an extinct animals fact file. I hope you guys are still sticking to the daily newsletters activities,
and staying safe and positive during this time! Miss you all.
Miss Lewis- Hello everyone! This week I have been working from home again and helping sorting lots of learning bits for
you lovely children. I have had some awesome emails showing me the amazing learning happening at home, I have seen
posters, fact files, detailed drawings and pictures of children riding their bike! Please email the RJSparent mail so I can see
what you’ve been up to as I do miss you all. It’s Father day Sunday so I have sent my Dad a photobook of the crazy selfies
he has taken over the years (my Dad does not take the best selfies) and lots of pictures of our dogs. Remember though
the best presents as free and like Mrs Ward says try and be helpful this weekend  Miss you all and stay safe!
TOPIC and what we are going to be learning about
This term the children will be learning about animal groups, animal babies, animals who have become extinct and
animals who are endangered. We will be exploring water pollution and effects on the habitat as well as the animals
who are struggling. The children will also have an opportunity to research and learn about land pollution and see the
devastating effects on animals and their homes. Finally, we will be learning how to help fix the effect of these problems
on the environment and how each person can contribute in some way.
Endangered Animals
‘Endangered animal’ is a term used to describe a species that is in danger of becoming extinct. More specifically, an
Endangered Species is a species that has been identified by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
as being under threat of global extinction. The term ‘Endangered’ is usually used to describe an animal’s global status,
rather than its local status. For example, the number of Common Starlings is falling in Europe. However, in Asia there is no
change in their numbers and in Africa the population is increasing. Therefore, Common Starlings are not considered to be
endangered. Animals can be ‘locally endangered’, or even ‘locally extinct’, without being globally endangered.
There are guidelines on how animals should be counted. How a species is categorized on the Red List (see
below) depends on how fast its population is falling and how many animals have already been lost. ‘Endangered’ is one of
three categories the IUCN uses for species that are threatened with extinction, and one of nine that the IUCN uses to rate
all species. These categories are:








Least Concern (LC)
Near Threatened (NT)
Vulnerable (VU)
Endangered (EN)
Critically Endangered (CR)
Extinct in the Wild (EW)
Extinct (EX)

As you can see from the list above, there are two degrees of extinction. If a species is ‘Extinct in the Wild’, then there are
still living specimens, but they are in zoos, or in places other than where they were naturally found.
If a species is ‘Extinct’, there is no way back. The species will never again be seen on Earth.

Recommended Endangered animals to Research

Loggerhead Turtle
African Penguin (Cape Penguin)

Siberian Tiger

Lion-Tailed Macaque
Northern Bald Ibis

Mountain Gorilla

Black Rhino

Numbat (Banded Anteater)

Californian Condor

TOPIC Endangered LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings, flashback maths card (one a day)
MONDAY 22nd of June

TUESDAY 23rd of June

WEDNESDAY 24th of June

THURSDAY 25th of June

FRIDAY 26th of June

Maths: Today’s number is….

Maths: Magic V

Maths: 3D Shapes

Maths: Finding 15

Maths: Buzzy Bee...

Pick a three or four-digit number of
your choice and follow the
instructions below. What number
did you start with? What number
did you finish with? How much is
the difference between the
number? Complete with different
numbers of your choice. See larger
image below.

Place each of the numbers 1 to 5 in
the V shape below so that the two
arms of the V have the same total.

Tim had nine cards, each with a
different number from 1 to 9 on it.
He put the cards into three piles so
that the total in each pile was 15.
How could he have done this?
Can you find all the different ways
Tim could have done this?

Buzzy Bee was building a
honeycomb. She decided to
decorate the honeycomb with a
pattern using numbers. Can you
discover Buzzy's pattern and fill in
the empty cells for her?

Solutions can be found at
How many different possibilities are
there?
What do you notice about all the
solutions you find?
Solutions can be found at

https://nrich.maths.org/6274
Challenge: What happens if we use
the numbers from 2-6? From 12-16?
From 37-41? From 103-107?

https://nrich.maths.org/2645
Use toothpicks or straws with
marshmallows or bluetac to
create your own 3D shapes!
Maybe starts with the ones below
like cuboid, cube, pyramid and
then challenge yourself and
create DODECAHECRON! What 2d
shapes can you see in the 3d
shapes? How many edges does
your 3d shape have? How many
vertices does your shape have?
How many faces does your shape
have?
Challenge: Can you make a brand
new 3D shape?

Challenge: Can you do the same
investigation with the number 18?
Which number might go in between
the 3 and the 5?
What number could follow on from
the 5 in that line going diagonally
down to the right?
Solutions can be found at:
https://nrich.maths.org/194/solution
Challenge: Can you make your own
investigation for someone in your
household to decode? to decode?

Reading: Animal homes
comprehension
Read the poem and discuss with a
family member what the poem is
saying. What do you think the
author is trying to say in the poem?
Do you think this poem is
powerful? Answer the questions
in full sentences about the poem.
(See below)

English: Conservation
There are many ways that we can
save threatened animals from
extinction.
Imagine you are setting up your own
conservation organisation to help
save a particular animal. Which
animal are you targeting? Where
does your animal live? Why is it
endangered? Explain how you will
save it from extinction.

English: Endangered Animals
Alphabet
There are many species of
animals endangered around the
world that there is one for each
letter of the alphabet. For each
animal of the alphabet can you
write a sentences and draw a
picture to match. In your
sentences you must include
adjectives (describing words) and
conjunctions.
Challenge: Can you find any more
animals to create your own
animal alphabet?

Challenge: Can you write your own
endangered animal poem? Can you
include rhyming couplets?

English: Zoos are great, right?
When we visit a zoo, we get to be up
close and personal with some
amazing animals that you’d never
see in the wild. They can also help
conserve threatened species.
Clearly zoos are a win for people!
But, when it comes to animals, zoos
might cause more harm than good.
Should zoos exist?
For today’s activity, create a list of
reasons for and against zoos.
Research why they are good for
animals but also see if you can find
any examples of why they might not
be so good.
At the end, you
could answer
the question:
Zoos are great,
right?

English: Save The Bees!
Bee have an important role in our
environment, they are pollinators
and producers. However, their
numbers are in decline, we need to
protect bees to ensure our crops
continue to produce the healthy
food for our diets.

https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bees
For today’s activity, design a poster
to encourage people to help protect
our bees. Think of the persuasive
language you use (see information
below).

Art: Geometric Art

PSHE: A message of kindness to
yourself

Art: Cardboard Turtles

Write a message of kindness to your
future self. Think about where you
will be next year or many years in the
future. Write a supportive message.
What do you think will change?
Think of 3 positive things to say to
yourself that you hope you will
always remember. Reflect on why
kind messages are important.

Pick an endangered animal to draw
and carefully draw an outline.
Then put in geometric shapes in
the space and make sure they are
different sizes.

After drawing the shapes, pick a
fee colours carefully to be able to
shade. Each shape think of you can
use your light, medium and dark
shades effectively. Which animal
will you pick? What colours do you
think you could use? Do you think
you should use primary and
secondary colours?

How does it feel to receive a positive
message? Who else could you send
a message to and what message
would you give them? How does it
feel to receive a positive message?
Who else could you send a message
to and what message would you give
them?

Turtles are beautiful animals but
they are at risk. Using recycled
materials, can you create your
own turtle? Be creative, use
cardboard, empty bottles, tins or
paper. Is your turtle going to be
2d or 3d? What colours are you
going to use to create your
turtle? but they are at risk. Using
recycled materials, can you create
your own turtle? Be creative, use
cardboard, empty bottles, tins or
paper. Is your turtle going to be
2d or 3d? What colours are you
going to use to create your
turtle?

Science: Food webs and food chains

Outdoor Learning: Bee Watch

A food chain describes the order in
which living things depend on each
other for food. Every ecosystem has
one or more food chains.

Spend some time sitting quietly in an
outdoor space, near some blossomy
bushes or flower beds and see how
many different types of bees you can
spot.

A food web is a group of food chains
within an ecosystem. Most living
things eat more than one type of
animal or plant. So, their food
chains overlap and connect. For
example, the hawk that ate a
squirrel may also eat fish. This
makes the hawk a part of two food
chains, or a food web.
Using this idea of food webs and
food chains, can you choose an
endangered animal and discuss
what will happen if that endangered
animal became extinct. If it did not
exist anymore, what other animals
might be affected? Could there be
more or less in the future? Who
might be affected? Could there be
more or less in the future?
In the below example of a food web,
imagine if the impala became
extinct. The hunting dog would have
to eat more baboons. That might
affect the leopard as there might be
fewer baboons around. This shows
how they are all related.

Animal Homes Questions
1. Which two locations can creatures be?
2. What does the word creature mean?
3. Why has the author used the phrase ‘Away
from all harm’? What is the author trying to
tell us?
4. What other verbs could you use instead of
tucked? Improve the verb.
5. Verse three is describing types of locations?
What are these locations called and where in
the world can they found?
6. Throughout the poem there are words which
rhyme. Can you find the different pairs of
words that rhyme?
7. What animals could the author be describing
when they use the phrase ‘or holed
underground?’
8. Can you find all the adjectives in the poem
and upgrade them to a better choice of
word?
9. Why is this poem important and what’s the
purpose of this poem? Write a summary.

Optional Learning Grid
If your child is finding the activities challenging, please feel free to use these additional tasks to support them.
Maths: Domino Maths

You can play on your own or with a family member. Pick a
domino and multiply the two numbers together e.g. 5 x 3 =
15. Mark each other answers and see who can get the most
write.

Maths: Making numbers

Maths: Halves and Doubles

Can you make the number 36 only using these numbers but
you can use all four symbols! E.g. 72 – 36 =
How many different ways you make the number 36? Can you
choose another number to make e.g. 42, 55, 18.

Challenge: Double check your answers through using the
inverse relationship! 15 divide by 3 equals 5

Halves and doubles are on the sequence above. Can you
continue the sequence? The odd numbers haven’t been
halved, can you figure out what they would be?

English: Fact file

English: Word Search

English: Spelling

Research endangered animal
and draw the creature in the
middle of the page. Make sure
to add lots of detail to your
drawing. Label the creature
with some facts you have
learnt and explain why they
are endangered. Can you
include adjectives in your
work? Sound out our words
carefully.

Find the endangered animals
in the word search, carefully
circle the animal. Can you
research the animals names
you find?

Words: weigh, sleigh, inleigh, eight,
weight, weighty, eighteen

Challenge: Can you write
sentences about the animals
you have found in the word
search?

-Stairs: Write the words as if they are stairs, adding one letter
each time: S, Sp, Spe, Spel, Spell
-Chalk: If you have any chalk your child to write the words on
the ground and then the rain will wash it away. We do this in
school and the children really enjoy writing their spellings on
the floor.
- Paint: Your child could have a go at painting their spellings in
different colours.

Challenge: Add adverbs to your labels e.g. quickly, silently

Recap: should, could, would, some,
come, when, then, that

Extra activities
Create

Research: Endangered Animals

TV

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b01kpzzt/andys-wild-adventures

Well being

Reading
www.Oxfordowl.co.uk
Your child can access ‘Stay at Home Story Time’ with Oliver Jeffers. https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday
Your child can listen to an audible story book using this link. https://stories.audible.com/discovery
David Walliams is reading one of his stories at 11am every day. https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ Your child could visit this link and create their own story.
http://www.read.gov/readers/readers.html
www.twinkl.co.uk/offer with code UKTWINKLHELPS

Spelling
This week: Adding the suffix –ous – various, furious, glorious, humorous, glamorous. Can you find any other words that end with ous?
Recap – exit, extend, exchange, exclaim, expel, external, autograph, autobiography, autocorrect, autopilot, automobile, antiseptic, antisocial, antidote, antibiotic, anti-ageing,
non-stop, non-starter, non-smoker, nonsense, non-fiction, non-violent, calendar, peculiar, popular, consider, quarter, poisonous, mountainous, joyous, hazardous,
momentous, tremendous, jealous, anxious, curious, hideous, serious

Maths
Continue to work on Times Tables Rockstars and IXL (your child will have their individual login).
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z63tt39/year-4-lessons/1 - Bitesize have a range of lessons.

Useful links: any websites that can help any of the chosen activities…
https://nrich.maths.org/6274 -Magic V
https://nrich.maths.org/2645 -Finding 15
https://nrich.maths.org/194/solution -Buzzy Bee
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bees -Save the Bees
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/Better-with-Bees.pdf
www.thehoneybeeconservancy.org
https://www.worldwildlife.org/species/directory?direction=desc&sort=extinction_status
https://findingnature.co.uk/endangered-animals-britain

Finally, as always, thank you for your continued support through these very challenging times,
Charlotte Lewis - Year 4 Lead.

