Rothwell Schools Year 5
Homework Newsletter no.4
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Hello year 5,
Welcome to the new layout of your Homework Newsletter. We have altered the format and you will find below a
‘Learning Grid’, where the suggested activities are linked to the Topic for this half term. The activities are a balance
between being independent and supported. We have also tried to move away from as many online links where possible.
There is no expectation that all of the activities have to be completed, but it is more for you to decide each day what is
achievable.
We hope you have been enjoying the activities in last week’s newsletter and, again, we have enjoyed seeing your
progress on the online platforms. Well done to Saturn and Jupiter for winning our first TT Rockstars class battles!
Do what you can, challenge yourself if you wish and take time to relax!
Stay safe and thank you for your support,
Miss Welch and the year 5 teachers and support staff 
Year 5 Summer Term topic
Our exciting new summer term topic is: Year 5 Presents...Garden of the World! This topic will be focussed around
geography and science and will be about different animals and plants from all over the world. We will look at biomes
around the world and the climate, vegetation and wildlife that you may find there. We will learn about the life cycles
and life processes of these plants and animals including humans. Your home learning grid will be based on this and will
have a theme each week, with this half term including: trees, plants, mammals, insects and birds.
What your teachers have been up to:
Miss Welch: This week I was VERY proud of myself when I baked my own loaf of bread. I used some incredibly old yeast that had a use by
date of 2001(!) but it worked and it was incredibly tasty! I have also been trying to bake things using what I have in the house and it is
surprising what you can make with very little ingredients! Whilst still tending to my outdoor plants, I have also had to look after my indoor
plants and move them around the house as some were getting a little sad and droopy. As well as this, I have written a letter to my Grandpa
who is in a care home – I really enjoyed doing this; there is something quite magical about sending and receiving handwritten letters. Your
year 5 teachers and I have been working hard together to think of more exciting activities for you to try based on our new summer topic.
During the evenings, I have been very busy seeing my friends on video calls and playing quizzes together – sometimes we even dress up!
Perhaps you could create a quiz for your family to do?
Mrs Walker: We have had a fairly quiet week enjoing the sunshine. We had a great time drawing lots of roads on a large piece of
cardboard and then building a lego town on top of card. My children build some amazing structures but mine was very simple – I think I
need to play with Lego more and improve my skills. We have also become addicted to playing a card game called Rat-A-Tat-Cat, which is
easy and quick to play so I would recommend it. I think we are now going to try learning some different card games to play together.
Mrs Powers: I have been continuing to enjoy the beautiful weather by spending lots of time outside with my family. I’m pleased to report
that the flowers and seeds we planted a couple of weeks ago are growing well, even though a resident blackbird has been digging them up
to find food and nesting material! We picked lots of dandilions on one of our walks and had a go at making ‘Dandilion honey’. We left it on
the hob for a bit too long so it went harder than it should have but it tastes lovely. You can find recipes online if you want to have a go.
Mrs Avery: The weather has been marvellous, which has made going out for our daily walks enjoyable and something we really look
forward to. This week we have celebrated Corinne’s birthday and successfully baked a delicious chocolate cake and other treats for an
afternoon tea. Joseph has been working hard to earn his cubs ‘Helping at Home’ badge by cooking a meal, washing up, sorting washing
and tidying the sitting room. He actually enjoyed being busy and it was extremely helpful. Maybe you could think of some jobs that you
could do to help out at home?
Mr Williams: This week with the weather as it is, we have been able to get out with the dog for longer periods – he is extremely happy
about this too! We have been keeping up exercise running alongside the dog, who has so far outrun us every time (it is probably an
impossible target to catch up with him, but we will try!). I have also been practising a lot of guitar, and listened to a lot of different music
from around the world, such as Japanese, Hawaiian and African, as inspiration. In my exploration, I have found a new instrument I
desperately want to try called a handpan, although the price may be a bit of a hurdle...

TOPIC LEARNING GRID
Year 5 Presents…Garden of the World - WEEK 1: Trees
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings
MONDAY 27th April
Maths: Flashback 4 day 1
Challenge: Create your own maths
questions using today’s flashback 4
questions.

English: Research British trees – can
you create your own tree
identification guide? Can you include
both evergreen and deciduous trees?
Challenge: Find out about trees from
different countries. What is the
strangest tree? Tallest tree? Oldest
tree?
Art: Use a straw to blow
ink/paint/water/food colouring to
create tree branch art. Add leaves,
blossom or fruit
to your tree.
Make your own
paint from water
and soil!

TUESDAY 28th April
Maths: Estimate and measure the
height of a tree. See the link below for
10 different ways!
Estimate and measure the age of a
tree. At 1.3m high, use a tape measure
to measure the circumference of the
trunk in cm. Convert to inches and
that is the approx. age of the tree in
years!
English - Reading: Read the Poem ‘The
Oak Tree’ (see below)
Find the meaning of any new words.
Find the rhyming pattern.
Create your own VIPERS questions for
the poem.

DT/Science: Build a miniature raft
from twigs and leaves. Will it float?
Challenge: What forces are in action
to help it float and move?
Create a nest from twigs, leaves etc.
What might live in your nest?

WEDNESDAY 29th April
Maths: Flashback 4 day 2
Challenge: How many equivalents to
½ can you find? What about ¼? ¾?
2/3?

THURSDAY 30th April
Maths: Create your own maths board
game. It could be based on…Snakes
and Ladders, Monopoly or make up
your own! Perhaps it could have an
animals and plants theme?

Maths: Create a factor tree.

Challenge: How many can you make?
Choose a large number. Can you make a
forest of factor trees?!

Can you work out the area and
perimeter of your bedroom? Garden?
House?

English - Writing: Write your own
poem about one of the trees you have
researched. Can you
include...metaphors, alliteration,
personification, onomatopoeia,
simile? Present it beautifully.

FRIDAY 1st May

English – SPaG: Write a description of
the trees which you have researched.
Can you use a relative clause?
Subordinate clause? Possessive
apostrophe?

English: Read your book outside or get
comfy near a window.
Summarise what you have read to your
family. Can you persuade them to want to
read it?

Challenge: Semicolon
Challenge: Can you make it rhyme?

DT: Design your own imaginary tree.
What will it look like? Will it bear fruit?
Will it have a treehouse inside? What
animals will live in it? How will you get
up and down the tree? Challenge: Can
you construct your tree using any
materials you have in your home?

P.H.S.E. Create your family tree. Talk
to your parents, grandparents etc to
see how far you can go back into your
ancestrial history. Plot your history
onto the family tree as creatively as
you can!

P.E. Go for a walk and look at the trees
you see. What is the same? What is
different? Can you identify the trees using
your ID kit?
Tree pose is a yoga pose. Have a go at a
yoga lesson on Cosmic Kids Yoga on
YouTube.

Support resources to complete tasks in the Learning Grid:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/
https://outdoorclassroomday.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2019/05/lesson-activity_ways-to-measure-a-tree-1.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga

Here are some reminders of useful links and ideas:
The government’s online learning classroom is available at https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom
Reading
 Continue reading a variety of texts: books, comics, newspapers, recipe books etc.
 There are so many books on Audible www.audible.co.uk to listen to, including classics such as Frankenstein, The Jungle Book and Alice in Wonderland.
 Marvel Comics are offering free digital comics for a month at https://www.marvel.com/articles/comics/marvel-unlimited-now-offering-free-access-to-iconic-comicbook-stories
Spellings
 Continue practising your weekly spellings from last week’s newsletter. They are all on Spelling Shed, but here are some other ideas of how to practise them:

Maths
 Well done for using IXL and TT Rockstars – it is great to see your progress on there so keep it up and we will continue setting class battles.
 There are some fun maths activities and games on https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/fun-maths-games-activities-for-kids/
 Continue to look at the White Rose maths lessons on https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/

Have a good week and enjoy the new Topic Learning Grids 

