Rothwell Schools Year 5
Homework Newsletter no.9
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Hello year 5,
We hope you had a nice half term break – it was certainly nice to have a little break in all that sunshine! Your teachers have been
busy setting up and organising the junior school and planning your new half term’s topics which we hope you will enjoy. This week
your topic is all about biomes (see below to find out what they are!) I have set a new TT Rockstars battle of year 5 girls vs. boys - I
wonder who will be champions?!
Stay safe and thank you for your support,
Miss Welch and the year 5 teachers and support staff 

What your teachers have been up to:
Miss Welch: I have very much enjoyed the sunshine during the half term break and been working hard on my garden. I have painted
my fence and laid some new decking as well as ensuring plants are still looked after during the lack of rain! I finally got to meet my
new baby neice from a distance which was amazing and she must have liked the blanket I knitted her as she had a good stare at it! I
candled my eggs and I think I could see blood vessels and a chicken embryo which is very exciting so fingers crossed. It was nice to be
in school this last week to help organise and set up the “new normal” setting for those children that will attend.
Mrs Walker: We explored some of our favourite places that we hadn’t been to for ages over half term. We had a good stroll through
East Carlton Park, Wakerly Woods and Fineshade Woods. Best of all was a nearby nature reserve where we took a wrong turn and
ended up doing a very long walk. Luckily, there was lots of wonderful wildlife to keep us entertained while we found our way back.
Mrs Powers: We spent much of the half term break enjoying the lovely weather in our garden and walking our dogs. I dug out a new
flower bed and put in some more plants. I’m not normally a gardener but have really been enjoying it this year. I now need to keep it
up so I don’t lose everything I have planted! This week, I have enjoyed seeing a few more people. It has been lovely to catch up with
family and friends who I haven’t seen for weeks.
Mrs Avery: The glorious half term weather meant plenty of reading in the garden. We have been trying to encourage the birds into
the garden with a new bird table but they are not so keen when we are also out playing. We experimented with making vegan
meringues using the liquid from a can of chickpeas which was actually quite successful!
Mr Williams: This week in school has been great; we have found out about different kinds of owls, watched them in flight and had a
go at drawing them. We thought about what an animal needs to be considered a bird and how some of them don’t fly at all! We
painted owls in bright colours and made animals (and food) from clay, to then paint. The weather has been kind to us for half of the
week so we have greatly appreciated that!
***
Thanks to those of you who have been emailing and sharing lovely examples of your home learning. We really appreciate seeing what
you have done. Here are a some great examples we have seen over the past few weeks:

TOPIC LEARNING GRID
Year 5 Presents…Garden of the World - WEEK 6: Biomes
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings
MONDAY 8th June

TUESDAY 9th June

THURSDAY 11th June

WEDNESDAY 10th June

FRIDAY 12th June

Maths:

Maths:

Maths:

Maths:

Maths:

Draw each of the following shapesremember to use a ruler. If possible, draw
them on paper so that you can cut them out
for tomorrow’s activity.

Cut out your shapes from yesterday and sort
them using some Venn and Caroll diagrams.
Use some of the headings from below.

Using your shapes from last week, measure
the length of each side to the closest
millimetre. Record your lengths in
millimetres and centimbetres e.g. 32mm,
3.2cm.

Draw your own rhombus or print the ones
below then try the challenges below.

Complete the types of triangles worksheet
below.

Square, rectangle. kite, rhombus,
parallelogram, trapezium, pentagon,
hexagon, heptagon, octagon
Challenge: A regular shape is one in which all
the sides and angles are the same. Try to
draw a regular and irregular pentagon,
hexagon, heptagon and octagon.

English:
Complete the reading comprehenion below
which is all about biomes.
Challenge: Look up any unknown vocabulary.

Regular, irregular, no symmetry, 1 line of
symmetry, more that 1 line of symmetry,
even number of sides, odd number of sides,
at least 1 right angle, at least 1 acute angle,
at least 1 obtuse angle
Challenge: Write some shape riddles for
someone in your house so solve. You could
even email them to us and we’ll include them
in next week’s newsletter. Example: “I have 4
sides, 2 lines of symmetry and 4 right angles.
What am I?”
English:
Rainforest, savanna, desert,
temperate/deciduous forest, grassland,
tundra, and taiga forest are the world's land
biomes.
Choose a biome and research and make
notes on these questions.

In which parts of the world is this
biome found?

What climate does this biome
have?

What plants grow in this biome?

How have the plants adapted to
suit conditions in the biome?

What animals live in the biome?

How have the animals adapted to
suit conditions in the biome?

Challenge: Complete Flashback 5 Week 4 day
2

Challenge: Find the total length of the sides
of each shape.

Challenge: Complete Flashback 5 Week 4 day
1

English:

English:

English:

As well as animals and plants, there will also
be people who live in your biome. If they
have always lived there, geographers call
them ‘indigenous people’.
Write a letter to an indigenous person from
the biome you have chosen or another one,
asking them about what life is like there. You
could include questions about: weather,
plants, animals, dangers they face, food,
threats to the biome.

Using your research from day one, create an
illustrated booklet about your chosen biome.

Within ecosystems, plants and animals rely
on each other for survival and exist in a
delicate balance. If a single thing in an
ecosystem is changed, it will affect
everything else in that ecosystem.
(see below for some links about this)

Ensure you lay out your letter in the correct
format.

Create an introduction to your biome
including the climate, what countries it can
be found and any other key facts. Then,
choose at least 3 different plants and
animals that would be found in your biome
and draw and label.
Challenge: Write about how these plants or
animals have adapted to the conditions in the
biome.

Here are some environmental issues which
are damaging ecosystems: Pollution, climate
change, sustainable energy, detrimental
farming methods, over fishing, loss of
biodiversity, and overpopulation.
Create an emotive and persuasive poster
about how we can protect our biomes.
Focus on:

What are the main environmental
threats to this biome?



(See links below for help.)

What can we do to save this
biome?

Geography:

Science:

PE:

PSHE:

Art/DT:

Using the map below, label the countries
and continents where the different biomes
lay. How many can you do without looking at
an atlas?

Make a real biome in a bag! (See instructions
below. If you don’t have any seeds, you
could use seeds from a pepper, or dried
from a tomato or you could use the base of
celery, onions or lettuce, or just leave them
out and observe the water cycle in your
biome.)

How far can you jump?

Kindness

The Eden Project in Cornwall is a brilliant
example of an artificial biome.

Try from a running start, from a standing
start, from two feet, from one foot. Try a
hop, skip and a jump.

We all need kindness in our lives, but even
more so at the minute.

Challenge: Can you add capital cities, seas
and oceans? The equator?

How high can you jump? On one foot, two
feet?
How many jumps can you do in 30 seconds?
1 minute?
Try out some of these PE at home ideas:

Challenge: Can you create conditions in your
bag approximate to one of the biomes of the
world? How? How will this change the
growth? eg. Tundra – put in the freezer!

https://www.nhs.uk/10-minute-shakeup/shake-ups
http://www.thinkactive.org/wethinkactive/
kids-active-learning/a-z-challenge/

Think about all the times you have shown
kindness to people during this time. How did
it make them feel? How did it make you
feel?
Now, think about the times someone has
been unkind to you or you have been
unkind. How did this make you/them feel?

https://www.edenproject.com/visit/whatshere/rainforest-biome
Create an artistic artificial biome: Choose
one of the biomes to create from anything
you have at home. The bottom of a big
plastic bottle is perfect for your dome. You
could use a cut up sponge for trees, string or
grass for plants, pebbles/soil for the land,
paper to make tiny houses….be creative!
Can you include
typical...

vegetation

wildlife

geography

human
settlements

Make a list of the different ways people can
show kindness towards each other. Whether
it be at home, online, out on a walk or think
about the wider world.
Share your list with others and spread the
kindness! 

(see below for an example of what you could
use/incude)

Support resources to complete tasks in the Learning Grid:
BIOMES
There are different zones in the world with their own characteristics and these are called biomes.
There are both natural biomes and artificial biomes (made by people to, for example, grow vegetation – a great example is the Eden Project in Cornwall)
Any individual plant or animal cannot exist by itself. All living things need millions of other living things to survive and they all work in a team. All these living things, together with the sun, soil,
water and air is called an ecosystem. A biome is a large collection of ecosystems that have similar weather, rainfall, animals, and plants. Links about biomes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91XG5v1b2zQ
https://www.ducksters.com/science/ecosystems/world_biomes.php

DAY ONE:

Biomes around the world:

DAY TWO:

Example artificial biome:

DAY FIVE:
Links about damaging ecosystems:
Wolves were eradicated from Yellowstone Park, a nature reserve in America, in the 1920s. In 1995 they were reintroduced to the park.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ysa5OBhXz-Q
Elephants generate forest. - https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20140114-elephants-the-forest-gardeners
And more useful links…
Biome conditions; https://ucmp.berkeley.edu/exhibits/biomes/tundra.php - The tundra;
http://bioexpedition.com/biomes/ - Balance in biomes;
http://www.worldbiomes.com/biomes_grassland.htm - Grassland biomes;
http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/exhibits/biomes/grasslands.php - Grasslands;
http://bioexpedition.com/savanna-biome/ - Savannah;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rj2snCZugGA - Video on life in the taiga;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_VDP3rYvd04 - Video on Alpine tundra;
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldclass/15337710 - Life in the rainforest and the impact of deforestation.

Maths support resources:

Last week’s mini maths answers:

Here are some reminders of useful links and ideas:
Reading


JK Rowling has released a free book you can read on https://www.theickabog.com/read-the-story/ She is also running a competition for you to
illustrate the book when it is printed!

Maths




Keep trying the year 5 tasks on IXL, BBC Bitesize and Oak Academy.
TT Rockstars.
White Rose Maths online lessons at https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/

Spellings


Practise your spellings on Spelling Shed.

Brain Teaser

Have a good week 

