Rothwell Schools Year 5
Homework Newsletter no.14
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Hello year 5,
We hope you have had a good week and enjoyed learning some more about Stone Age times.
This is your final home learning newsletter before the summer holidays. I can’t quite believe the time has come already!
Well done for everything you have done over this strange time and we hope you have a lovely summer break! We look
forward to seeing you all back in September.
This week your home learning is all about exploring and going on adventures. This week’s work was inspired by classic
fiction such as Swallows and Amazons by Arthur Ransome and The Swiss Family Robinson by Johann Rudolf Wyss; you
might want to read these books over the summer. It also uses images from a book called The Land of Neverbelieve by
Norman Messenger which is brilliant.
Stay safe and thank you for your support,
Miss Welch and the year 5 teachers and support staff 
A message from your teachers:
Miss Welch: This week in the Year Six bubble we have been learning all about the myth Theseus and the Minotaur. We
have also had a discussion about democracy and whether children should be allowed to vote. What do you think? We
have created some lovely vases using scratch art which is where you colour in crayon, paint over in black and then scratch
off the paint to create patterns – a great summer holiday activitity! I am sad that we won’t be able to finish Year Five
together and say goodbye but have been thinking of the lovely times we have had together. I am off to teach in Year One
next year and may see some of your younger siblings. Give me a wave if you see me around! I hope you have an amazing
summer holiday and we look forward to seeing you all again in September. 
Mrs Walker: As we come to the end of the academic year, I want to say what a pleasure it was teaching you in Year Five –
I really enjoyed it and think I was very lucky to be with such lovely children; you all did so well. Year Six is going to be
brilliant and I look forward to joining some of you there. I hope you all have a wonderful summer.
Mrs Powers: As this week is our last week, I have planned some fun outdoor maths activities for you. If you can’t do
them this week, you might like to have a go at them if you get bored in the summer holidays. I hope you all have a lovely
break.
Mrs Avery: This week in the Year Four bubble we have been discussing the damage that land pollution has on the world
and how we can Reduce, Reuse and Recycle to help our environment. I am very sorry that we have not been able to get
back into school so that we could finish the year together and say goodbye properly. I wish you all a restful summer
break and hope that the good weather returns soon.
Mr Williams: This week in school, we have continued our work on the Stone Age. We looked at some prehistoric
animals that Stone Age people may have hunted or hid from; our favourite is the dinohyus, which was a four-metre long,
two-metre tall pig! Just measure that out and imagine it wandering around the local fields! We have written some poems
along with reading them too; we recommend Ken Nesbitt’s “I let my sister cut my hair” which I’m sure we can all relate to
at the moment! Here’s hoping the sun stays out for the next few weeks and have a great summer all! See you in
September!

Year 5 TOPIC LEARNING GRID
Week 11: Adventures and Exploration
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings

MONDAY 13th July

TUESDAY 14th July

WEDNESDAY 15th July

THURSDAY 16th July

FRIDAY 17th July

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

Maths

Try the challenge in resources below. If you
cant get outside, you could use objects from
around the house.

Collect some twigs. Once you have plenty,
your challenge is to make the numbers 1-9.
Can you make number 2 with 2 twigs? What
about number 3 with 3 twigs, and so on?
Can you spot the angles you make? Can you
make a 3 with 3 angles? A 4 with 4 angles? A
five with 5 angles?

Find some trees. Measure the distance
around the trunk roughly one metre from
the ground. As every 2.5cm of girth
correlates to around one year’s growth, you
can then work out the age of the tree.
For example, a tree with a girth of 100 cm
will be roughly 40 years old (100 ÷ 2.5 = 40).
If you can’t get outside, why not ask your
family members to stand still and recreate
trees for you to measure!

Collect together various leaves from around
your garden or a local park/area. Then
compare them by colour, size, etc. using a
Carroll Diagram.

Try to make some mathematical outdoor art.
Have a look at the challenge card below for
some ideas.

Challenge: As an extension, why not conduct
a survey of all the different types of trees in
your area? You can record findings on a map
with a key and then display the number of
different types of tree on a bar chart.

Challenge: Could you use twigs and string to
make 3d shapes?

English

English

Challenge: How many different ways can you
solve the problem?

Challenge: Can you make roman numerals
with the twigs? Could you make roman
numeral calculations?

English

English

Challenge: Try the tree measuring activity
from the resources below.
English

Reading Together Day
This week we are going to think about
exploring and going on adventures.
To start, we are going to find out about an
explorer.
Click on the link to read about explorer
Isabella Bird
https://www.activityvillage.co.uk/isabellabird
What challenges did Isabella face in her life
and on her adventures? Would you like to
travel to any of the places Isabella went to?
Think of somewhere in the world you would
love to visit and explore. Write a couple of
paragraphs to describe where you would
like to go, why you would like to go there
and what you would do while you were
there.

Today we are going to imagine that you have
arrived on an undiscovered island.
Read the introduction to ‘The Land of
Neverbelieve’ included below.
What interests you about this island?

There are some amazing creatures to be
discovered in Neverbelieve. See below for
examples from one of the pages.
What sort of creature might live on your
newly-discovered island?

We would like you to invent and draw a
fantastic island. Label the island with the
different things that you might find there.
Consider where people might live, forests,
mountains, lakes and rivers to start.

Can you draw a picture of it and then write
some sentences to tell us about it? What
does it look like? What habitat does it live
in? What does it eat?

See the Land of Neverbelieve below for
inspiration.

Use some amazing vocabulary to help
enhance your description of your creature.

https://readingagency.org.uk/news/media/r
eading-together-day-announced-for-16-july2020.html
You are encouraged today to read and share
stories!
Then:
Design a bookmark ready to take into year 6.
Maybe you could include....
Your favourite book characters? Book
quotes? Favourite titles? Be creative and be
sure to bring to school in September!

Create an ‘All About Me’ fingerprint to let
your new teacher know all about you!
Use different colours and fonts to make it
fancy!

Science

Art/DT

PSHE

PSHE

Questions for Year 6.

Your Year Five adventure is complete. We
really hope you have enjoyed it - we
certainly did and think you have been
amazing.

Lots ofwell-known explorers travelled by
boat to get to their destinations.

In Swallows and Amazons, the children send
messages to each other using semaphore.

In Swallows and Amazons the children build
themselves a camp and sleep in tents.

Your challenge is to create a tin-foil boat
that can hold as many pennies as possible.

The Semaphore flag signaling system is an
alphabet signaling system based on the
waving of a pair of hand-held flags in a
particular pattern.

If you found yourself washed up in
Neverbelieve, you might stop in the
colourful little houses in The Hamlet which
huddle around Book Mountain (a mountain
of books which tells stories at bedtime). A
picture of this is below.

The link below gives instructions on the best
way to do this.
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/stemactivities/aluminum-foil-boats-float

If you click on the link and then look at the
first PDF called ‘Semaphore Signaling’ it
shows you the semaphore alphabet.
Can you work out the message on the page?
Can you create your own message and ask
someone to work it out?

We would like you to choose a 3-D shape
that you would like to use to make a home
on your island.
Make the net of the shape and draw on the
features of the house before making it. See
some net examples below.

You might have lots of questions that you
would like to ask about being in Year Six.
If you send us your questions, we can try to
make sure we have the answers ready for
when you return in September.
Let us know what your hopes are for the
Year, what interests you and what you might
need some extra help with.

Let us know what you enjoyed about Year
Five. What were your favourite lessons?
What did you enjoy finding out about? Did
you like the trips we went on? Is there
anything you didn’t enjoy so much?
We think you are all ready for the next part
of your journey in Year Six - it’s going to be
fantastic.

https://arthur-ransometrust.org.uk/resources/home-activitiesresource-kit/

Many of the activities above are open ended and you can choose how far you take it. However, if you are finding some of the tasks above a little too challenging, here are some
alternative maths and English ideas:
Maths: Sort them using your own method.
English: Draw a picture of where you would
like to go and label.

English: Draw and label with descriptive
words.

Support resources to complete tasks in the Learning Grid:
Maths
Monday

Friday

Wednesday

Topic resources

Maths answers from last week:
Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Here are some reminders of useful links and ideas:
Reading


Make a list of the books you have read over the summer to tell your new Year Six teacher in September.

Maths



Keep trying the year 5 tasks on IXL, BBC Bitesize and Oak Academy.
TT Rockstars.

 White Rose Maths online lessons at https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/
Spellings


Practise your spellings on Spelling Shed.

Brain Teaser
1. People make me, save me, change me, raise me. What am I?
2. What has a face and two hands but no arms or legs?
3. If tomorrow I said “the day before yesterday was Saturday”, which day is today?

Have a good week 


Brainteaser answers: 1. Money 2. Clock 3. Sunday

