Homework Newsletter
parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk
Introduction
Due to exceptional circumstances the school has decided to produce a ‘Homework Newsletter’ for each year group.
This newsletter is to keep you informed about what learning your child can continue to do whilst at home due to the
school being closed.
Practice helps children to commit learning to long term memory and this is what we hope to achieve through the
following suggested activities with your child.
A curriculum-focused independent learning resource with over 40 home learning activities all planned and all
prepared!
https://www.ttsgroup.co.uk/home+learning+activities.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=wallpost&utm_campaign=TTSparentpackpos
t&utm_content=nowlive&fbclid=IwAR03Cvcq1lbQEh3Vf6WNZgSy1kuq6H343wKs1IRkTuyQ-NSAHAZ0jXmuZ6E
Other useful websites

https://www.twinkl.co.uk Sign up for access to a wide range of free resources.
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/search
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/go/games-twinkl-go
Reading
We work really hard to promote and encourage a love of reading amongst the children. There are lots of
recommended reading lists for children on the internet. You can sometimes find You Tube videos of these stories
being read aloud. For tips on how to read aloud to your child, visit https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/forhome/reading-owl/top-tips--3/julia-donaldsons-top-tips
The BBC also have some great stories that are read aloud. Visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebiesbedtime-stories
For some great recommendations of books see
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-0-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/
We follow the Letters and Sounds approach to phonics. By the end of year 1, the expectation is that children complete
Phase 5. This means they should be able to read and recognise all sounds and tricky words from Phase 2 up to
Phase 5. (In phase 4 there are no new sounds learnt in this phase. It’s a short phase where sounds up to phase 3 are
applied in reading captions and sentences). Tricky words have to be learned by sight as they are not always
phonically decodable (you cannot sound them out).

Some useful reading websites

www.nessy.com/free/signup 8 weeks of free reading and spelling instruction to children ages 5 – 13
www.oxfordowl.co.uk

Register for an account and find a read books online for free.

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqh11DN6jmbBHVCDeYtWRgJcZLowiu9cv
www.phonicsplay.co.uk username: march20 password: home
Writing
Have a go at retelling and writing some traditional tales. Sentences should have capital letters, full stops or
exclamation marks and often be joined using conjunctions such as ‘and, so, but, because’. Please encourage your
child to be ambitious with their vocabulary choices for verbs and nouns! Eg. Jack went up the beanstalk could be
made more exciting. Jack used all of his might to scramble up the huge beanstalk. He was tired but he knew he had to
keep going!
Common exception words - these are words that children are expected to be able read and be able to spell correctly
when writing.

Maths

Please refer to the home learning maths book that was sent in book bags earlier this term for some practical ideas of
games to play. (A copy of this can be found on the school website.)
Practise counting in twos, fives and tens.
Play some board games.

It is really important that the children continue to practise and build on their understanding of place value (tens and
ones) and being able to solve add (+), subtract (-) calculations.
www.whiterosemaths.com are releasing a range of materials that can be accessed by parents, including some of their
‘premium’ resources. As a school, we use the White Rose documents to inform our planning so the children are
already very familiar with the layout and presentation of many of the activities.

https://uk.ixl.com/has - This website has a range of online practise opportunities for Maths and English. Select Year 1
and then chose which subject you would like your child to focus on. The children can work their way through a range
of different skills within each subject. There is even a little speaker icon that the children can click on which will read
the question to them.
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Other useful websites

2 x, 5 x and 10 x tables: https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/bunny/index.html
Place value: https://www.ictgames.com/sharkNumbers/mobile/index.html
Number bonds to 10: https://www.ictgames.com/saveTheWhale/index.html
Subtraction word problems: https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/fireFly/index.html
Reading measures: https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/mostlyPostie/index.html
Reading clocks: https://www.ictgames.com/mobilePage/hickoryDickory/index.html
Fiesta Sports Coaching will be providing daily fun exercise and sports challenges involving skills which
will allow children to continue to develop some of the skills they have been learning in PE lessons. There
will also be other challenges and activities to help keep families active promoting health and wellbeing for
all.
You will find these on their social media at:
Instagram: @Fiestasportscoaching
Twitter: @Fiesta_Sports
Tik Tok: @Fiestasportscoaching
Facebook Page: @Fiestasportscoaching

Important points to note






It is not how fast your child completes an activity but how much your child has practised and remembered that
is important.
Little and often is better than long periods of time.
Keep the activities fun and engaging where possible.
Use older siblings, where appropriate, to support the learning.
Try and make sure you keep as active as you can!

Here is a recap of what your child has been learning about this term in school.
Curriculum overview for Term 2
As the pace and expectations in Year One increase, we will take many opportunities this term to revisit the idea of
being resilient (especially when in the learning pit) but also work on being self-motivated. We will continue to talk
about feelings and emotions to further equip the children to improve their own growth mindset.

Year One
English

Maths

Topic

We will build on our construction,
focussing on skills such as using
conjunctions to join simple sentences and
using a range of punctuation.
We will begin to think about specific word
choice and how this can help improve our
writing.
The children will write narratives. We will
begin to look at interesting ways to start
sentences.

We will continue working on place
value. Working individually, as a class
and in groups, they will be
investigating, counting, playing
number games and using everyday
objects to help them solve problems
and do simple calculations.

The topic for this term is ‘Ready,
Steady Grow!’ We will begin this topic
by focusing on humans and the
senses. We will use this as a stimulus
for some scientific investigations. We
will briefly look at internal organs. We
will spend some time learning about
the brain, linking to our theme of
resilience and growth mindset.

We will continue to share a range of
stories and poems in story time.
Some key texts will include:

*Read a range of Traditional Tales.
*Encourage your children to retell or write
some of their favourite stories.
*Practice recognising the sounds on the
sound mats.
*Practise spelling the common exception
words.
If you are unsure of anything, just ask the
class teacher.

As they start to become more familiar
with the language used in maths, they
will be encouraged to talk about their
methods for solving problems and
presenting their results. Children will
be given opportunities to deepen their
learning by using their logic and
reasoning skills in a range of real life
contexts and problems.

You could support your child by…
*Play some online games.
www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactiveaspx
?cat=8
www.ictgames.com
www.snappymaths.com/year1

After half term we will move on to look
at plants and the environments in
which they grow in. We will consider
how things grow and briefly look at the
history of farming. This topic provides
a wonderful opportunity for outdoor
learning and each class will be
responsible for looking after their own
area of the school allotment.

*Look out for the fruits and vegetables
in the supermarket. Can your child
name them? Discuss where they grow.

*Discuss telling the time to o’clock and
half past.
*Look out for some ideas of some
simple maths games, in your child’s
book bag, to play at home.

And finally…

As always, thank you for your continued support,
Miss Wallace and the Year 1 Team.

