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Welcome to the latest edition of the Homework Newsletter. A reminder that there is no expectation
that all of the activities have to be completed, but more for you to decide each day what is
achievable. Please see details below about an exciting poetry competition which has been arranged
for all children across the Pathfinder Schools. Pupils are invited to write a poem in any style with the
theme ‘Heroes’. The poems will be judged by ‘Kid Normal’ author Chris Smith! (Chris is also known for
working with BBC Radio 1’s Greg James). For a chance of winning, all entries must be sent by Friday
22nd May to Miss Wallace via parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk Good luck!
Our topic – Castles, Knights and Dragons!
This week, we will be focusing on story writing so lots of encouragement and positivity may be required
for this! We have also added in some simple shape activities as well as some more fun tasks. You will
also find the maths daily ‘Flashback Four’ in the maths section near to the end of this document.
As usual, we have added some brief notes which follow the Learning Grid which we hope will support
you and the children with the daily tasks.
Messages for the children
Mrs. Saywood - Hello to you, hope you are managing to do some school work and have fun too. I'm keeping
busy, always plenty of jobs to do but I do also enjoy just sitting drinking coffee and watching the birds in my
garden, blackbirds, sparrows, blue tits, robins, starlings - have you seen any? Can't wait until we are back in
school again but until then look after yourselves and keep smiling 😊

Miss Bennett - Hi everybody, hope you are all doing ok and keeping busy and well. We made rainbows
for our window and some Union Jack bunting for V.E day. We’ve also made a chalk hopscotch on the
pavement in front of the house for people to play on when they walk past! Stay safe and look after
yourselves.
Mrs. Fairley – I’m still missing you all 💕 Hope you have found lots of exciting things to do. Looking
forward to hearing all about them. Stay safe and hopefully see you soon. 💕
Mrs Rogers – To all you brave little soldiers, I hope you are all still keeping safe (and behaving!) I’ve been reading
a book to my granddaughter most nights on FaceTime. I bought a new one the other day called The Wonky
Donkey and now she wants me to read the same one every day because it makes her laugh so much! It makes
me laugh too. Keep smiling little ones. I miss your little faces.
Mrs Gee – Hi children! I have been enjoying doing lots of cooking and baking with my two children. They have
both made some lovely dinners and puddings for us to enjoy. We have enjoyed the outdoors as a family, seems
so basic but we are usually rushing from one place to the next all of the time. We have really appreciated having
the time to be able to investigate all of the beautiful surroundings on our doorstep whilst being technology free
to allow us to be present in the moment. Exercise has played a huge part in our daily routine and I have found
some brilliant exercise regimes on Pinterest. My daughter Lottie has enjoyed doing some yoga and stretching
with me. We are doing everything we can to stay safe and keeping everyone else around us safe so that
hopefully we can get to see all of our family and friends again very soon! Hoping that you are all enjoying this
time that you have at home to find new and exciting things to keep you busy. Stay safe and have fun!! Hope to
see you all again very soon 🙂

We hope you have a good week. Please remember these activities are just a guide. Please choose
the activities that are the most manageable for your household and circumstances! If you neeed
any further advice please use parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk to get in touch.
Thank you once again for your help and support during this strange time.
We hope you enjoy the half term break and we hope to see you very soon!
Miss Wallace, Mrs DJ, Mrs Liggins, Miss Lambert and Miss Fish

Castles, Knights and Dragons LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your phonics
MONDAY 18th May
Task 1 – Story ideas
Think of 5 characters and 5
settings. Choose a character and
a setting at random – discuss
what could happen if they were
in the same story. Repeat with
other character and settings.
Challenge: Draw the setting and
make some simple stick puppets
characters.

Task 2 – An invitation to a
Royal Ball!
Can you write an invitation to
encourage people to come
to the Royal Ball (perhaps a
Family Friday event)?
Challenge: Can you use positive
adjectives in your invitation?

Task 3 – Make a
trebuchet/catapult

TUESDAY 19th May

WEDNESDAY 20th May

Task 1 – Plan a story

Use a story map or box method to
plan a story. Think of exciting
events, a problem and how the
problem could be overcome in
your story. (You could make your
own story up or to do a plan for a
story you already know.)
Challenge: Act the story out for
your family. Could they offer any
interesting ideas for you to add?

Task 2 – Shape hunt
How many 2D and 3D shapes
can you name? Have a sing a
long to the shape songs (find
link below) to remind you of
some of them.
It’s time to go on a shape hunt
around your house or outside.
What 2d and 3d shapes can
you find? Can you sort them?
Task 3 – Free time!

Create a simple catapult..
Watch the video below!

Spend some time
something you enjoy!

Be careful when testing it out!
Visit The Hive at school for spare
lolly sticks!
Challenge: Can you create a
target for your catapult? Add
amounts to your target.

It could be playing a game,
reading a book, going outside
or doing something creative.

It’s up to you!

doing

Task 1 – Write the beginning

This is where you should introduce
the main character and the
setting and begin to introduce
the problem in the story. Maybe
they are going on a journey, a
quest or a mission!
Challenge:
Re read your story
and check that you have used a
range of punctuation and some
interesting words.

Task 2 - Shape picture
Can you make a picture
using shapes? Can you make
a dragon or a castle shape
picture?

THURSDAY 21st May

FAMILY FRIDAY 22nd May

Task 1 – Write the middle

Task 1 – Write the ending

Challenge:
Have you used a
range of conjunctions (and, so,
but, because) to join simple
sentences together.

Challenge: Draw some
illustrations to go with your story.

This should be a really exciting
part! Does your character have a
problem that they need to
overcome? Maybe they meet an
enemy, get lost or mislead?

Task 2 – Mindfulness

Take time to stop and think.
Take a look at the clouds do they
remind you of anything?
Challenge: Can you draw what
you see?
You could do some careful
colouring.
Take a pencil for a walk and
colour in the lines.
Relax kids music
Yoga for kids

Task 3 - Computer Portrait

Task 3 – Observation drawing

Take a photo, edit it on your
computer using a Paint
programme to make it look
like you live in a castle in the
past.

Look at something in the
garden or in your house.
Choose where you want to sit
and look carefully to draw the
object. Start sketching the
bigger parts first. If you move
to another position does it still
look the same?

Does your character manage to
overcome their problem? Do they
manage it on their own or are
they helped? Is there a happy
ending? Remember to reread
your story. Maybe a member of
your family could help you…

Task 2 – Family Party!
On Monday you made an
invitation to family party/ ball.
Today is the day!
Get dressed up in a costume
or some smart clothes, Have a
dance and play some games
like musical statues and
musical bumps.
Happy Half Term!

–

–

–

–

•
•

–

Use a story map
or box method
to plan your story.
Think of :
-Exciting events
-A problem
-How the problem
can be solved.
(You can make up
your own story perhaps using your ideas
from yesterday, or do a plan for a story you
already know).
Challenge: Act the story out for your family.
Could they offer any interesting ideas for you
to add?

–

–

–

–

Please note: If you don’t have acess to a
computer you could use a magazine or any
photograph of a person and edit it by
painting, sticking or colouring over the
top. You could even just have a go at
drawing a picture.

–

–

–

–

–

…

Phonics
As a school, we use Letters and Sounds to help us to teach the children phonics. Letters and Sounds
will be hosting daily phonics sessions from Monday 27th April. Go to the link below to find these sessions.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCP_FbjYUP_UtldV2K_-niWw/channels?view_as=public
They will host 3 phonics sessions a day which are hosted by celebrities and TV presenters. See the
timetable below. (Once the session has been uploaded, you can access it at any time throughout the
Summer term.)

You could also visit https://wandleenglishhub.org.uk/lettersandsounds/year-1 for a bit of variety!

Keep practising the sounds with the children, recognising them in words and writing them.

A reminder of some helpful phonics links

www.phonicsplay.co.uk username: march20 password: home
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqh11DN6jmbBHVCDeYtWRgJcZLowiu9cv Mr Thorne does
Phonics is a great way to support your child with their phonics while supporting you too.

Reading Please find some suggestions below for a story a day…I wonder if you can spot a theme?
Monday – The Giant Jam Sandwich by John Vernon Lord https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnr65z4AN_I
What was the problem in the story? What is your favourite filling to have in a sandwich? Can you think of other words
which mean giant? How did the characters show teamwork in the story? The word suggestion is used in the story – what
is a suggestion?
Tuesday – The Mystery of the Missing Cake by Claudia Boldt https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0DsB262ozs
What kind of animal is Harold? Why doesn’t he want to go to the party? How many candles are there on the cake? Who
won the prize for the best dance routine? Who had eaten the cake? Did you manage to solve the mystery?
Wednesday – Arnie the Doughnut by Laurie Keller - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6E67n1vZZjQ&vl=en
What is your favourite type of doughnut? Why? Could you think of some new, creative flavours for a doughnut?
Thursday – Eat Your Peas by Kes Gray https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_XgSb4zccAI
What didn’t Daisy like? How did Daisy feel in the beginning/middle/end of the story? Did her feelings change during
different parts of the story? How would you react if your grown up tried to get you to eat something you didn’t like?
Friday – Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IDax5kx2-Ks
Can you find any rhyming words in the story? Can you find different words that are used instead of ‘said’ (Eg snapped,
squeaked) Everyone in the story has their own job to do, what jobs do you do in your house to keep everything
organised? How are the characters feeling in the story? What is a low point in the story?

A reminder of some helpful reading links

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00jdlm2/cbeebies-bedtime-stories
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-0-5/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/1/100-best-books-6-8/

Spelling
Please see below the Year 1 list of common exception words that children are expected to be able
to spell. Try choosing a few words to learn each week.

Here are some fun ways to help learn spellings. You may even have a more creative way!

Maths
Try and complete a Flashback 4 each day
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

A reminder of some helpful maths links
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/
www.topmarks.co.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zjxhfg8
www.ictgames.com
www.snappymaths.com/year1

If you would like to share any photos of your child completing these
activities, send them to parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk
We would love to see them!

