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parents.rvis@rothwellschools.org.uk
Dear Parents/Carers,
We hope you liked the new layout of the Home Learning newsletter and that the children had fun
engaging in some of the activities. Just a little reminder that the tasks are there for you complete as
and when you are able to. We fully appreciate that everybody’s home circumstances are different at the
moment, but hopefully they helped to provide you with some scaffolded ideas of how to help your child,
as well as giving the children some activities they could complete independently.
Messages for the children...
Mrs Hansard - Hello Year 2. Well, this week I have been a busy bee doing my online homework, just like you
guys! We have all being enjoying the sunshine and I have now started to do some painting as the weather is
not so nice. Hope you are all well and safe. See you soon. P.S. Bentley the dog sends a big sloppy kiss!
Mrs Jarvis - Hey year 2! Hope you are all O.K. and keeping busy? I have been busy again this week. I am still

helping my children at home with their school work and I’m learning lots of new things through some school
work I’ve been doing at home. Now that the weather is not as nice, I am playing indoor games so I will have to
carry on with my football skills when the sun comes out again. Carry on being you!! Keep safe and I can’t wait
until we can all be together again.

Mrs Dunbar - Hi Year 2! I hope you are all having a lovely week! I am having a great week as I am part of the
team of adults in school! The sun may not have been out as much but we have grabbed our raincoats and
wellies and had fun regardless! We have:
- played sports outside
- made birthday cards for Captain Tom Moore
- made crafty hearts to add to the school gates
- painted a huge picture map of outside areas of school
- created a special ‘family’ tree with the children’s handprints for a hall display
- Friday forest school fun with treats!
I will miss being here next week! Take care, have fun at home and stay positive.

Miss Perriam - Hi Year 2, I hope that you are all continuing to enjoy your time at home and that you’ve enjoyed
completing some of our activities this week. I have continued to make the most of the sunshine by going for my
daily walks. This week we found bluebell woods and played hide and seek in them. The dogs kept giving our hiding
spot away! I have also been cooking some scrumptious dinners for my family and my Grandma dropped us some
yummy cakes round that she’d baked. She left them on the doorstep for us and it was a lovely treat. My family and
I have been planting some fruit and vegetable seeds at our allotment, so hopefully they’ll start to grow soon. I have

planned some more activities for you to have a go at next week. Have a wonderful weekend. We still miss you all
lots.
Mrs Hanson – Hello my lovelies! I hope that you are all well and staying safe at home. I’ve been working at school
this week, which has been very strange but lovely. I have seen lots of familiar faces and met some new ones too.
On Monday we went on some scavenger hunts, played with all the equipment from the P.E sheds and designed
birthday cards for Captain Tom Moore. On Tuesday we had a paper aeroplane competition and made some ‘stained
glass heart’ pictures using coloured strips of paper. We are going to attach them to the front gates of the school
alongside the other colourful artwork. Maybe you could take a stroll past to see them as part of your daily
exercise? I hope that you are also getting up to lots of fun things this week and have managed to squeeze a little
work in too. Have a wonderful weekend and look after yourselves and your families. Miss you lots and can't wait to
see you again xx
Mrs Fowler – Hi everyone, I hope that you have had a lovely week and that you managed to enjoy the sunshine at the
weekend. I went on some lovely walks across the fields, we had the paddling pool out and we even had a family film
night and watched the new Trolls film. The seeds that we planted are continuing to grow, we collected some long
sticks on out walks and tied them together to make supports to encourage out peas and tomatoes to grow up tall and
strong. We are still watering them every evening and they love enjoying the sunshine in our garden. I hope that you
have been staying safe with your families and being helpful at home. I hope you enjoyed the English activities last
week, this week I have been working on some more for you have a go at. Have a lovely week and Bank Holiday weekend,
stay safe and remember we miss you all lots.
Mrs Civil – Hello Year 2! I hope you are all ok and staying safe. I am still missing you lots but have tried to keep
busy to help pass the time. The Civil family went camping at the weekend – only in our back garden but it was still
lots of fun! We stayed up late looking at the stars. We were very lucky as we saw a trail of satellites and I even
saw a shooting star. We had to wrap up though as it was very chilly, even with our hot chocolates. I managed to get
a few hours sleep, but I wasn't very comfortable, and the birds started chirping very early in the morning! Keep
being superstars, be kind to each other at home and hopefully we will see each other soon x

Our Topic - ‘UP!’ - Our learning journey...
We hope that you have enjoyed your first week of going up into space! We can’t wait for you to tell us
your mnemonics to help us remember the order of the planets next time we see you – the sillier the
better!
This week's learning tasks see us continue the theme of space and some lovely activities based around
VE Day. We hope that you are able to spend some time explaining the importance of this day with your
children. Back in November we were fortunate to have Mr West come into school to talk to us about
Remembrance Day. The children demonstrated a high level of maturity whilst learning about such a sad
period of time. They made us very proud and we are sure they will continue to do so when learning about
VE Day.
Just a little reminder, to help prepare for a little project we have planned for next week, please could
you continue saving any milk bottle tops, jar lids, Pringle lids etc. Thank you.

TOPIC 'UP!’ LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?

EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings
MONDAY 4th May
Task 1 – Maths
Planet Fractions – Oh No! Your
planet keeps getting broken into
different fractions - can you
choose the right fraction?

TUESDAY 5th May
Task 1 – Maths
Lucky Dip Halving!
Lucky dip a multiple of 2 between
2 and 40 and see if you can work
out how much half would be.
Challenge – Can you quarter any of
the numbers.

Task 2 English

Can you use the fantastics to
think of adjectives to describe
it?
Challenge: Turn your top ten
adjectives into sentences

Task 2 English
Mrs Fowler has written some
extremely dull sentences about
the picture from yesterday. Can
you add in your year 2 skills to
make them better?

WEDNESDAY 6th May
Task 1 - Maths

FRIDAY 8th May

Task 1 – Maths

Play Games!
Friday marks the
anniversary of
VE Day.
How many ways can you make the
number 75?

Spend time playing some 1940’s
style games that don’t involve
tablets, I-Pads, TV’s and games
consoles!

Task 2 English

Task 2 English

75th

Can you answer the questions
about the picture and put as much
detail as you can into your answer?

Tomorrow is VE day. Can you
research what this means and
present your findings using a title,
headings, a picture and a caption.

Challenge: Think of some amazing
questions and challenge a grown up in
your house to answer them.

Challenge – can you use the computer to
help you present your work?

Task 3

Task 3 – PE

Task 3 - Science

Task 3

Creating your own garden games
for your VE party.
Using household items can you
create some games to play with
your family?
See below for some ideas!

Help an astronaut return to Earth
by creating and testing the
perfect parachute.

On Friday it is VE day. Can you
design and create your own VE day
bunting ready for the
celebrations?

Which material will make the best
parachute? See below for full
instructions.

THURSDAY 7th May

–

DT/Art

-

Tea Party (DT)

It is VE day tomorrow! To
celebrate, grab your grown-ups and
get baking. Can you make some
yummy rock cakes to have at your
tea party?

Use today to spend time
thinking about VE Day
and celebrate those
people who gave so much
so that we can have all
the things we do today!

Monday Task 3 – DIY garden games for your VE party

Water cup races -You will need plastic cups, some string and water pistols. Cut or
punch a hole into the bottom of the cup. Put the cup on the string through the hole
and attach the string to posts or tape to a wall outside. Use your water guns or other
water squirting toy to get the cup to move to the other end. You can race your friends
to the other side or just practice yourself!
Mini golf - Create your own mini golf course in your garden. Use upside down cups,
saucers, bowls, empty yoghurt pots and other recycling to create each hole for your
course. You could use wooden spoons or something similar as clubs and balled up socks
as a ball.
Bottle ring toss - Line up some empty fizzy pop bottles and see if you can throw some
elastic bands or similar over the tops. Award yourself 10 points if you can.

Tin knock down - Arrange tins from the cupboard in a pyramid shape. Have a go at
knocking the tins down by throwing a bean bag or similar at the pyramid.

Bean bag bowl – Grab some large bowls (like you would put popcorn in) and attach
score cards to each bowl. Throw balled up socks, money, buttons ect to see what score
you can get.
Painted stones noughts and crosses – Collect 10 stones. Paint 5 stones with one
pattern and 5 with a different pattern. Use your stones to play outdoor noughts and
crosses.

Tuesday Task 3 – Science
Design and test a parachute
Learn about air resistance, gravity and forces while making an awesome parachute! Design one that can fall
slowly to the ground before putting it to the test, making modifications as you go.
What you'll need:
•

A plastic bag and other choices of materials

•

Scissors

•

String

•

A small object to act as the weight, a little action figure would be perfect

Instructions:
1.

Cut out a large square from your plastic bag or material.

2.

Trim the edges so it looks like an octagon (an eight sided shape).

3.

Cut a small whole near the edge of each side.

4.

Attach 8 pieces of string of the same length to each of the holes.

5.

Tie the pieces of string to the object you are using as a weight.

6.

Use a chair or find a high spot to drop your parachute and test how well it worked, remember that you
want it to drop as slow as possible.

7.

Drop your parachute and time how long it takes to travel to the ground.

8.

Make another parachute with a different material and repeat.

What's happening?
Hopefully your parachute will descend slowly to the ground, giving your weight a comfortable landing. When you
release the parachute the weight pulls down on the strings and opens up a large surface area of material that
uses air resistance to slow it down. The larger the surface area the more air resistance and the slower the
parachute will drop.

Cutting a small hole in the middle of the parachute will allow air to slowly pass through it rather than spilling out
over one side, this should help the parachute fall straighter

Challenge: Can you create a results table to show your findings?

Reading
Here are some more books on our new topic that you might like to read. If you do not have the books,
they can be found on YouTube by following the links. Remember to ask your children comprehension
questions to further support their learning. This can be questions such as What happened when…? What
do you think will happen? Which part was your favourite or least favourite and why? You could also ask
the children about the character’s actions and feelings throughout the story.

A computer called Katherine – Suzanne Slade
One Giant Leap – Don Brown
Hidden Figures The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race -Margot Lee Shetterly,
Winifred Conkling,
Curiosity: The story of a Mars Rover – Markus Motum

There’s no place like space! – Tish Rabe https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sl4QuS2SrTE
A reminder of last week books:
Welcome to Alien School by Caryl Hart https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Cm0Q3cO0IY
Man on the Moon by Simon Bartram https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rt5zQ1UO6rE
The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-wKcsyHIsOQ
I am Neil Armstrong by Brad Meltzer https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RRk9v7cZ9GU
Roaring Rockets by Tony Mitton https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q2gNbL2Njs
Zoom Rocket Zoom by Margaret Mayo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MdWbvyhfjp4
If you fancy listening to more space stories, or maybe something a little different, Audible are still
offering free access to their children's audiobooks. The website link is
https://stories.audible.com/start-listen Just click on ‘Start listening’ and it will take you to their
selection of children's titles. Happy reading!
Spellings
Please find below a list of spellings that we would like the children to practise learning this week. Our
focus is words with an /ing/ ending. Once you have had a practise, see if you can use them in a sentence
about space.

walking

landing

jumping

working

exploring

finding

zooming

flying

Maths
www.whiterosemaths.com - Don’t forget, if you would like any additional support and ideas, have a look on
the WhiteRose Maths website where they have been providing materials for parents to use at home.

Look out for the Flashback 4 cards. These are a really
great resource that are a short and snappy way of getting the children to use their maths knowledge
and they cover the different areas of maths!

Please continue to practise your times tables. A fun way of doing this is through Times
Tables Rock Stars. All the Year 2 children have their own login name and password. Even the teachers
have been having a go!
Battle on!
This week a battle has been set up between the Kingfisher and the Magpie classes. The aim is to try and
score as many points as possible by working together. Don’t worry though Parrot Class, you have an extra
week to practise and will be battling the winners next week.
Once all the classes have played each other over the next few weeks, we shall announce the overall
winners of battle of the bands! Rock on!

A little online safety reminder...
Whilst learning remotely, we would like to continue to promote the development of safe and
appropriate use online. There are a variety of online safety activities you can do at home to
explore online safety in a fun, engaging and educational way.
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/support-tools/home-activity-worksheets
https://www.childnet.com/resources/online-safety-activities-you-can-do-from-home
We hope you all have a happy and healthy week.
Take care
All of the Year 2 Team x

