Rothwell Schools Year 4
Homework Newsletter
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Good morning parents/carers and children of Year 4! Hope you all had a lovely half term! Here are some activities to help
your child learn this week at home. Please choose the ones you would like to complete; you don’t need to do everything
on the newsletter.
Challenge from the year four teachers!
Kahoot quiz- Can you knock the teachers off the podium? Over the two weeks the teachers have been battling each
other on a maths quiz and it’s become very competitive. We have all said that our class are the best so we need your
help to see if you can get on the podium! All you need to do is visit www.kahoot.com and enter in the game pin:
07275147. You do not need to set up an account as it can be played straight from the webpage but you’ll need to make
up a friendly nickname. Good luck and let’s see who can knock the teachers off the podium?
Hello/messages from staff
Miss Lewis: Hey everyone! I hope you are enjoying this beautiful weather. This week I have become a post lady as I have
been delivering flowers to friends locally and sent flowers to Wales. My mum really loves flowers so she got very
emotional but she wasn’t impressed when Lilly the chubby cats stole a flower! I have been walking more to help with the
Fiesta challenge but I think I need you all to help too. Please keep sending in your emails to show us what you’ve been
doing/ learning as they always put a smile on face. Miss you all very much and stay safe!
Miss Roddy: Hi everyone! I hope you're all well. This week I have been cooking a lot, trying to learn new things! So far, so
good! With the weather warming up, make sure you get outside as much as possible and soak up the sun (safely, of
course!). An idea for you going into half term, think of a little project and give yourself the week to do it. It will be
interesting to see what you come up with! I hope you all enjoy the time off, but also remember to help out your
parents.
Mrs Ward: Hi everyone, this half term had flown by, I hope you all have a lovely half term and take some time out to
enjoy the sunshine and extra time outdoors. I hope some of you are able to participate in the Fiesta sports challenge!
Mr Vigor- Hi everyone, hope you’re all okay! It was my daughter’s birthday on the 15th May so we had a Zoom meeting
with all the family which was fun! Definitely something to remember in the future! With the weather getting warmer, it’s
nice to get out and about a bit more. We have been for walks around Market Harborough and Great Bowden, listening to
the wildlife and enjoying the deep blue skies! Nature seems so much more colourful and full of life since the lockdown
started. Hopefully this will continue once we get back to school. Take care!
TOPIC and what we are going to be learning about
This term the children will be learning about Habitats and the learning grid below will directly link to the new topic. The
children will be researching/learning different habitats (e.g. rainforest, wetlands, desserts, polar, marine, grasslands,
farmland) and their features. They will research the habitat’s climate, where it is in the world, the animals that live there
and how environmental issues have affected them. We will also look at micro- habitats and what creepy creatures live in
them, the water cycle and how it works, and water pollution.

Animal Groups
This week our newsletter focuses on animal groups and how animals can be classified into different groups.

Scientists think that there are 7.7 million species of animals in the world living on land, in the sky and in the sea. We
have discovered and named 1.4 million of these, which means that over 6 million species of animal are yet to
discovered! With so many living things to make records of and so many yet to discover, it is important that we have a
system to organise and make sense of the information we have about them. We organise livings things into groups
based on their similarities and difference, so that we can learn about what makes each species unique. The differences
between living things is sometimes called variation. When looking at animals, scientist usually split them into two
groups vertebrates (animals with a backbone) and invertebrates (animals without a backbone.)

Can you write a definition for vertebrates and invertebrates? Can you find examples of animals to go in each category?
Scientists can sort vertebrates into five broad groups which is our focus this week. Each day we are going to focus on a
different animal group.

TOPIC Animal Groups LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings, flashback maths card (one a day)
MONDAY 1st of June

TUESDAY 2nd of June Fish

WEDNESDAY 3rd of June Reptile

THURSDAY 4th of June Bird

FRIDAY 5th of June Amphibian

Maths: Instruction challenge

Maths: Fish by number!

Maths: Money Problems

Maths: Missing blocks

Maths: What is the question?

Choose a number (2, 3 or 4-digit
number) and you must follow each
instruction. You must go back to your
original number for each instruction.
How many different numbers can you
complete?

Create a fish tray with numbered
creatures. Go fishing and pick out
two or three numbers and create
calculations! (e.g. 8 x 6 =, 3 x 3 x2
=) What other creatures can you
include?

Find a shopping receipt in your
house or create one, stick it in the
middle of your sheet and put
calculations around it. Can you add
all the amounts together and find
the total? Can you choose three
objects to buy and draw the notes
and coins you’ll need? If you had a
ten pound note and bought four
objectives, can you draw the
change you would receive? Try and
be creative, draw the coins and
objects.

Each pair of blocks in the pyramid
adds up to the block directly
above it. Can you work out the
what the missing blocks are?
Challenge: Can you draw your
own pyramid and create a
challenge for someone else in

Choose a length in cm or m
which will always be your
answer. You must create
questions which gives your
answer. Try to be creative. E.g.
200m shared by 8 =, -45 + 20
+ 20 + 40 – 10 =
Challenge: Can you create this
activi for capacity (ml or L)?

Mammals

Challenge: Can
you think of any
other
instructions to
add onto the
challenge?

Challenge: Can do a presentation
of your work to family member in
the house or over FaceTime?
your home?

English: Mammals key
Research mammal animal group and
discover how many different mammal
species you can discover. What makes
them a mammal? What does the word
mammal mean? What’s the
largest/smallest mammal? Can you
find mammal in the sea, on land or in
the sky? Present your work in any way

Science/English: Fish species
Challenge
Research fish animal group and see
how many different species you
can find. Mrs Ward has created a
challenge! Can you name all the
different species of fish in the
challenge below? Challenge:
Create a poster to show all the

English: Fact file

English/ science: Go bird
watching
In your garden or on a walk
become a bird watcher. Use a
camera to take a picture of the
birds you see or draw them. Write
a recount of your bird watch

English: Animal Riddles

you choose, you could create a
classification key.

Build: A hedgehog House/Mammal
tunnel
Create your own hedgehog house or
mammal tunnel. Which one will you
build? What would you include in your
house? This could be created in your
garden or a park. You could use natural
materials and design your own. (If you
would like to follow instructions- on
the page below are bigger images and
link.)

different species you have found,
use labels and captions to explain.

Science: Fish experiment
These fish were made using
ketchup packets and glue gun/
super glue. (You need to complete
with an adult) Use a permenant
marker to draw fishy details on the
packet and then gently push the
packet into an empty bottle and fill
it with water. Screw the lid on
firmly, then squeeze the sides and
the fish will fall to the bottom,
release the bottle and the fish will
rise. (Link avaiable below)

Research the reptile animal group
and discover which animals are
reptiles. What makes them a
reptile? What does the word
reptile mean? Where do reptiles
live? What’s the most interesting
fact about reptiles? You can create
a fact file all about reptiles.
Example: you could research five
different species of reptile and
present them in a handmade book.

which could include drawings and
labels of all the birds you see.

Art: Lizard collage

Bake: Frozen Banana Penguins

Art: Origami Frog

Create your own Lizard collage
using different materials. Think
carefully about which materials are
good for layering. What colours are
you going to pick? Can you use
recycling materials? How large is
your lizard going to be? Are you
going to have one lizard or two?

Can you make frozen banana
penguins? You might need
research a recipe! What
ingredients will you need? How
much of each ingredient will you
use? How many banana penguins
will you make?

Can you create an origami frog
that can jump? Follow the
instructions below and the link
to create your own hoppy
friend.

Challenge: Research different
birds in other countries. What
birds would you find in the USA or
Australia?

Research the word Amphibian
and discover which animals
belong to this animal group.
Create your own animal riddle –
Who am I? (see fish example
below) and see if your family
members can work out which
animal you are. Don’t make the
first clue really obvious!
Challenge: Can you make a
riddle for each animal group?

Instruction challenge

Fish species Challenge

Animal blurb

Origami Frog

Extra activities

Classifying animals poster

Number Train

Pavement Maths game
Create a maths game for outside! This can be
through chalk, a treasure hunt or obstacle
course. This game could be played by yourself
(you’ll need to change the questions each time)
or by a family member. This game can include
different types of questions. (Add, subtract,
multiplication, division, shape, length or
money.) We would love to see photos of your
games!

Create a poster with all five animal
groups and explain the key
characteristics of each group.

Watch
BBC iPlayer Choose an episode and write a fact file for that animal group:
Where is their habitat, what is their diet, what size are they, how do they hunt, how do
they protect themselves?
Life:
Episode 2 Reptiles and Amphibians
Episode 3 Mammals
Episode 4 Fish
Episode 5 Bird

Yoga
You could try come reptile yoga at home! The link is found below.

Reading
www.Oxfordowl.co.uk
Your child can access ‘Stay at Home Story Time’ with Oliver Jeffers. https://www.oliverjeffers.com/abookaday
Your child can listen to an audible story book using this link. https://stories.audible.com/discovery
David Walliams is reading one of his stories at 11am every day. https://www.worldofdavidwalliams.com/elevenses/ Your child could visit this link and create their own story.
http://www.read.gov/readers/readers.html
www.twinkl.co.uk/offer with code UKTWINKLHELPS
Spelling
This week: Words ending in ar/er – calendar, peculiar, popular, consider, quarter Can you find any other words that end with ar/er?
Recap – exit, extend, exchange, exclaim, expel, external, autograph, autobiography, autocorrect, autopilot, automobile, antiseptic, antisocial, antidote, antibiotic, anti-ageing,
non-stop, non-starter, non-smoker, nonsense, non-fiction, non-violent.
Maths
Continue to work on Times Tables Rockstars and IXL (your child will have their individual login).
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/z63tt39/year-4-lessons/1 - Bitsize have a range of lessons.

Useful links: any websites that can help any of the chosen activities…
https://www.steamsational.com/diving-fish-science-experiment/ - Fish experiment
https://www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/activity-sheets - Hedgehog house or mammal tunnel
https://web-japan.org/kidsweb/virtual/origami2/exploring01_06.html - Origami frog
https://www.kidsyogastories.com/reptile-yoga/ -Reptile Yoga
BBC bitesize:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zp9pfg8 -reptiles
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zr4kd6f -vertebrates and invertebrates
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4/articles/z3nbcwx -classification of animal groups

Finally, as always, thank you for your continued support through these very challenging times,
Charlotte Lewis - Year 4 Lead.

