Rothwell Schools Year 6
Homework Newsletter – 27/4/2020
parents.rjs@rothwellschools.org.uk
Welcome to the new layout of Homework Newsletter. We have altered the format and you will find below a
‘Learning Grid’, where the suggested activities are linked to the Topic for this half term. The activities are a
balance between being independent and supported. We have also tried to move away from as many online
links where possible. There is no expectation that all of the activities have to be completed, but more for you to
decide each day what is achievable. The maths and the English activities may follow on from each other so if
you do not do a maths lesson on one day, then it may be helpful to go and complete the activity from a
previous day.
A messages from the Year 6 staff
Mr Spearman: Hello again Year 6! I hope you’ve had an enjoyable week and have been attempting some of
the ideas from the previous newsletters. This week’s newsletter will remind you about the online activities
along with some new tasks which are very similar to the lessons you would be doing at school. I have loved
seeing your progress on the online platforms such as IXL and SPAG.com and also want to thank those of you
who have emailed in with pictures and information about what you have been doing. Please continue to look
after yourselves and your family, remain positive and remember all the internet safety information we have
looked at this year while connected to the net.
Mrs Plowright: Hi Oak and Year 6, I hope you are all well. It really feels like a long time since we were all
together in school and I am missing being with you. I have been keeping myself busy by going for a daily walk
or cycle, which has been great and needed to work off all of the baking we seem to have been doing lately; it
has been lovely to see some of you when I am walking. I have also been gardening and of course reading - I
have just finished the Fowl Twins by Eoin Colfer, which was a great read. I hope to see you all soon - take
care of yourselves and keep safe. Mrs Plowright xx
Mrs Rae: I hope everyone in year 6 is keeping well and have been enjoying the sunshine - I certainly have.
I’ve spent this last week trying to perfect my cookie recipe with the help of Ivy and Beatrix (they aren’t much
help really as they are only interested in licking the bowl)! My favourite flavour combination has been white
chocolate and cranberry. Here is a link to the recipe I used: https://www.goodtoknow.co.uk/recipes/whitechocolate-and-cranberry-cookies. Take care and have a great week! Mrs Rae
Ms Roberts: Another week has flown by. I hope you and your families are well. Did you tidy your rooms last
week? Is it still tidy? I continue to be grateful for the weather and the opportunity to spend time in the garden.
We have a tree in our garden - Acer Brilliantissimum (part of the awesome Maple tree family) - which has the
most beautiful coloured leaves. I have enjoyed watching the leaves bud and change colour; I don’t think I had
appreciated how lovely it really is. Another IXL fact that has impressed us this week: you have spent 33hrs and
45mins answering maths questions in the last 30 days! Wow! And that included the holidays too. I wonder
what other creative things you have been getting up to? I hope you enjoy your week of learning but most
importantly I hope you stay safe, keep well and be kind to one another. Be good, Ms Roberts x
Summer term 1: Charles Darwin
This term, the children in Year 6 will be learning about the discoveries of Charles Darwin. During this topic,
children will learn all about the man, we will follow his voyage upon the HMS Beagle and study the Galapagos
Islands to see the amazing species that helped Darwin develop his theory of evolution by natural selection.
The learning grid below contains some activities which will help children to become experts on Charles
Darwin.

CHARLES DARWIN (Week 1) LEARNING GRID
Choose activities from the grid below. Can you challenge yourself?
EVERYDAY: Reading for 15 minutes, learning/practising your weekly spellings
MONDAY 27th
April

TUESDAY 28th
April

WEDNESDAY 29th
April

THURSDAY 30th
April

FRIDAY 1st May

Maths:
Year 6 – Week 2 –
Day 1 Complete
the Flashback 4
questions (below
this grid). What is
the name of the
3D shape in the
top right hand
corner?
Challenge: Can
you draw and
construct the net
of this 3D shape?

Maths:
Year 6 – Week 2 –
Day 2 Complete the
Flashback 4
questions (below
this grid). What is
the name of the 2D
shape in the top
right hand corner?

Maths:
Year 6 – Week 2 –
Day 3 Complete the
Flashback 4
questions (below
this grid). What is
the name of the 2D
shape in the top
right hand corner?

Maths:
Year 6 – Week 2 –
Day 4 Complete
the Flashback 4
questions (below
this grid). What is
the name of the 3D
shape in the top
right hand corner?

Maths:
Year 6 – Week 2 –
Day 5 Complete
the Flashback 4
questions (below
this grid). What is
the name of the
3D shape in the
top right hand
corner?
Challenge: How
many different
ways can you
create a net for a
cuboid?

English reading:
Research facts on
Charles Darwin
and make notes
about his life and
work.
Challenge: Can
you find 3 unusual
facts about him or
his life?

English writing:
Write a biography
on Darwin using
your notes from
Monday. Start your
biography with an
attention grabbing
introduction, put key
events into
chronological order
and use third
person pronouns to
avoid repetition.

English reading:
Using your
biography, write 5
literal questions and
5 inference
questions about the
Life of Darwin.
Challenge: Get
someone in your
house to answer
your questions!

English writing:
Create a page of
fun using all the
facts you have
found on Charles
Darwin. Make your
page as creative as
you can with
illustrations and
bubble writing.

English SPaG:
Can you punctuate
these sentences
correctly?

Art:
Sketch a portrait of
Charles Darwin to
use in your
biography (see
Tuesday English
activity).
Challenge: Can
you use different
art mediums to
create his portrait?

Science:
What is a fossil?
How are they
formed? What’s the
process for creating
a fossil? What’s the
name of people
who study fossils?
Challenge: Can
you explain the
differences
between body and
trace fossils?

Music:

P.H.S.E.

Drawing to sounds
and music can be a
lovely listening
activity: choose your
favourite song and
grab some paper
and pens, then
‘dance with your
hands’. Listen to the
music and respond
to it through your
visual art.

Reflect on the
times you’ve shown
kindness and
respect to the
people at home
over the week. Be
creative and record
your reflections. At
the end of the
week, think about
how these little acts
of kindness have
helped and how
they have made
you feel.

P.E.
Create a
PE/Fitness bingo
poster which you
could use with the
rest of your family.
Use google to
research “PE
bingo ks2” to give
you some ideas.

Pencils, coloured
pencils, paint,
coloured markers,
water colour, chalk?

1.Peter asked the
waitress What is the
special for today
2. They started to
walk along the
beach when out of
nowhere a giant
turtles head
emerged from the
water
3. Please sir can I
have some more
Oliver asked

Support to complete tasks in the Learning Grid:
https://kids.kiddle.co/Charles_Darwin
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Charles-Darwin/353038
https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/scientists/charlesdarwin.html
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Charles-Darwin

Reading
Challenge yourself by reading for at least 15 minutes every day.
There are some great stories you can listen to for free on Audible. Why not listen to ‘Interview with the Robot’
by Lee Bacon for free. You can find more information here: https://stories.audible.com/discovery.
Use Read Theory (https://readtheory.org/) to continue to develop your comprehension skills.
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
Remember to proofread your writing from the day. Use a dictionary to check the spelling of any words that you
found challenging. Also check that the meaning of the word is suitable for the sentence, if not, refer to a
thesaurus.
Continue to practise the Year 5/ 6 Common Exception Words. Choose 5 words from the list below and write a
synonym, antonym, the meaning and an example of how to use the word in a sentence.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

secretary
shoulder
signature
sincere(ly)
soldier

6. stomach
7. sufficient
8. suggest
9. symbol
10. system

Sign in to www.spag.com and complete the questions on synonyms and antonyms, formal and informal
language, hyphens, dashes and bullet points and attempt the KS2 SATs Grammar test.
Maths
Keep logging onto IXL: https://uk.ixl.com/signin/rothwell and attempting different maths skills.
Use TT Rockstars (https://play.ttrockstars.com/auth/school/student/8012) to help improve your multiplication
knowledge.
Continue to play on Hit the Button (online game) - focusing on times tables, division facts and squared
numbers.
You could attempt any questions which are unanswered in your ‘Collins Year 6 Maths SATs targeted Practice
Workbook.’
Other online links:
There are additional Year 6 online lessons you can access through the BBC Bitsize website:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/tags/zncsscw/year-6-lessons/1
Catch up with the daily news presented in a child friendly way by watching newsround here:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround

Have a good week and enjoy the new Topic Learning Grids
Mr Spearman and the Year 6 staff

